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Religion crime and punishment 

Percentage I can … Prove it! 

84% 

Religion, crime and the causes of crime  

 

 Evaluate religion and non-

religious people teachings about 

good and evil people and actions  

 Evaluate religion and non-

religious people teachings about 

why people commit crime 

 Evaluate religion and non-

religious teachings to people who 

break the law 

 

 

Religion and punishment  

 

 Evaluate religion and non-

religious to the different aims of 

punishment  
 Evaluate religion and non-

religious to forgiving people who 

have committed crimes 
 Evaluate religion and non-

religious to different types of 

punishment 
Evaluate religion and non-

religious to the death penalty   

Religion, crime and the causes of crime  

 

Evaluate this statement:  

 

1) ‘Poverty is  the main cause of crime’ 

2) ‘People who break the law should be punished 

severely’ 

3) ‘It is never acceptable to break the law’ 

4) ‘If people followed religious teachings, they 

would never break the law’  

 

In your answer you:  

• should refer to scripture, sacred writings 

or other religious texts  

• should give reasoned arguments in support 

of this statement  

• should give reasoned arguments to support 

a different point of view  

• should reach a justified conclusion  

• may refer to non-religious arguments. 

 

Religion and punishment  

 

1) ‘Retribution is the most important aim of 

punishment’ 

2) ‘The death penalty should be legalised’ 

3) ‘Everyone who commits a crime deserves a 

second chance’ 

4) ‘All criminals should receive a custodial 

sentence’ 

 

In your answer you:  

• should refer to scripture, sacred writings 

or other religious texts  

• should give reasoned arguments in support 

of this statement  

• should give reasoned arguments to support 

a different point of view  

• should reach a justified conclusion  

• may refer to non-religious arguments. 
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72% 

Religion, crime and the causes of crime 

 

 Explain what religious people 

think about good and evil people 

and actions  

 Explain different attitudes in 

contemporary British society to 

why people commit crime 

 Explain different attitudes in 

contemporary British society to 

people who break the law 

 

 

Religion and punishment  

 

 Explain different attitudes in 

contemporary British society to 

the different aims of punishment  
 Explain different attitudes in 

contemporary British society to 

forgiving people who have 

committed crimes 
 Explain different attitudes in 

contemporary British society to 

different types of punishment 
 Explain different attitudes in 

contemporary British society to 

the death penalty   

 

Religion, crime and the causes of crime  

 

Explain different attitudes in contemporary 

British society to the issue of __________. 

You must refer to religious views in your answer. 

You may also refer to non-religious views. 

 

1) People who break the law 

2) Poverty as a cause of crime 

3) Mental illness or addiction as a cause of 

crime 

4) People who disagree with the law  

 

 

Religion and punishment  

 

Explain different attitudes in contemporary 

British society to the issue of __________. 

You must refer to religious views in your answer. 

You may also refer to non-religious views. 

 

1) Deterrence 

2) Retribution  

3) Reformation 

4) Rehabilitation  

5) Death penalty  

6) Jail as a punishment  

7) Non-custodial punishments  
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60% 

Religion, crime and the causes of 

crime 

 

 Explain in detail religious 

attitudes to good and evil actions 

and people 

 Explain in detail the reasons for 

crime 

 Explain in detail religious beliefs 

about people who break the law 

 Explain in detail religious beliefs 

about different types of crime 

 

 

Religion and punishment  

 

 Explain in detail the aims of 

punishment 

 Explain in detail religious 

attitudes to the aims of 

punishment 

 Explain in detail religious 

attitudes to causing suffering to 

others 

 Explain in detail religious 

attitudes to how we should treat 

criminals 

 Explain in detail religious 

attitudes to forgiveness 

 Explain in detail religious and 

non-religious arguments for and 

against the death penalty 

Religion, crime and the causes of crime 

 

1) Explain religious teachings about good and 

evil actions and people 

2) Explain in detail the reasons people commit 

crimes 

3) Explain religious teachings about why people 

commit crimes  

4) Explain religious attitudes to how they 

treat people who commit crimes 

5) Explain religious attitudes to the different 

types of crime 

 

Religion and punishment  

 

1) Explain religious beliefs about two aims of 

punishment 

2) Explain in detail, why we punish people 

3) Explain in detail religious attitudes to 

forgiveness 

4) Explain in detail religious attitudes to how 

we treat criminals 

5) Explain in detail religious arguments for and 

against the death penalty 

6) Explain in detail non-religious arguments for 

and against the death penalty 
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48% 

 

 

Religion, crime and the causes of 

crime 

 

 Briefly explain religious attitudes 

to good and evil actions and 

people 

 Briefly explain the reasons for 

crime 

 Briefly explain religious beliefs 

about people who break the law 

 Briefly explain religious beliefs 

about different types of crime 

 

 

Religion and punishment  

 

 Briefly explain the aims of 

punishment 

 Briefly explain religious attitudes 

to the aims of punishment 

 Briefly explain religious attitudes 

to causing suffering to others 

 Briefly explain religious attitudes 

to how we should treat criminals 

 Briefly explain religious attitudes 

to forgiveness 

 Briefly explain religious and non-

religious arguments for and 

against the death penalty 

Religion, crime and the causes of crime 

 

1) Are people good or evil? 

2) Explain two reasons why people commit 

crimes 

3) Explain religious attitudes to how we treat 

criminals  

4) Explain religious attitudes to the different 

reasons people commit crimes 

5) Explain why poverty might make someone 

commit a crime 

6) Explain why addiction or mental illness 

might make someone commit a crime 

7) Are there any good reasons to commit 

crimes? 

 

Religion and punishment  

 

1) Why does deterrence mean we should 

punish someone? 

2) Why does retribution mean we should punish 

someone? 

3) Explain religious attitudes to those who 

cause suffering to others 

4) Explain religious attitudes to how we can 

treat criminals 

5) Should every criminal go to prison? 

6) Explain two religious beliefs about 

forgiveness 

7) Explain arguments for and against the 

death penalty   
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36% 

Religion crime and the causes of crime 

 

 Define key terms 

 Identify reasons why people do good 

and bad actions 

 Give reasons why crime happens 

 Give reasons why people break the 

law 

 State the different types of crime   

 

 

Religion and punishment  

 

 Define key terms 

 State the different aims of 

punishment 

 State the different ways criminals 

might be treated 

 Give religious beliefs about the 

different ways to punish people 

 Give reasons for and against the 

death penalty 

 

 

Religion crime and the causes of crime 

 

1) Give reasons why people do evil actions 

2) Give two reasons why humans might 

commit crimes 

3) Give the meaning of the word ‘crime’ 

4) Give the meaning of the word ‘sin’ 

5) Name several types of crime 

6) Give two religious beliefs about people 

that commit crimes 

 

Religion and punishment  

 

1) Give the meaning of the term 

‘retribution’ 

2) Give the meaning of the term 

‘deterrence’ 

3) Give the meaning of the term 

‘reformation’ 

4) Give two religious beliefs about how to 

treat people that cause suffering 

5) State different punishments criminals 

could be given 

6) Give two religious beliefs about 

forgiveness 

7) Give two reasons supporting the death 

penalty 

8) Give two reasons against the death 

penalty 
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Key Words: 

Stewardship 

Dominion 

Responsibility 

Awe 

Wonder 

Animal experimentation 

Intelligent design 

Evolution/Evolutionary theory 

Creationism 

Big bang 

Natural selection 

Sanctity of life 

Quality of life 

Abortion 

Euthanasia 

 

 

 


