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Marks 
I need to … Prove it! 

 

 

8 

 

 

Write two paragraphs. Make explain how both sources are useful to the 

enquiry in the question. Explain how the content of the source is useful. Back 

this up with a quote/detail and your own knowledge. Explain how the purpose 

is useful because of what it reveals about methods, tactics, feelings, 

emotions.  

 1st paragraph: Explain what source A is useful for. 

Source B is useful for an enquiry into violent crime because it 

suggests that gangs of criminals violently robbed people.  I know this 

because it says the ‘man attacked me a stick’ and ‘I was then 

surrounded by 6 other attackers’. This does not surprise me 

because I know that there were many criminal gangs in Whitechapel, 

for example ‘The Lurkers’. The purpose of the source was to 

record evidence of crime for the court records.  This is useful 

because it reveals the level of violence and the numbers of criminals 

involved in gangs attacking people in Whitechapel. 

 

 2nd paragraph: Explain what source B is useful for. 

Source B is useful for an enquiry into violent crime because it 

suggests that a women has been murdered. I know this it says the 

drawing is about the ‘murder of Harriet Lane by her lover, who buried her 

body under the floorboards’. . This does not surprise me 

because I know that there were many violent murders in Whitechapel 

such as those committed by Jack the Ripper in 1888 The purpose of 

the source was to grab people’s attention so they would buy a copy of 

the Penny Illustrated Paper.. This is useful because it reveals 

how newspapers sensationalised violent crimes in order to sell papers. It also 

reveals that Jack the Ripper was not the only violent murderer during this 

period. 

 

1. Study Sources A and B. 

How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into violent crime in the Whitechapel area? 
Explain your answer, using Sources A and B and your knowledge of the historical context. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Source A: A description of a violent theft, given in evidence at a trial at the Old Bailey, 1888. The 
victim, John Shumaker, is giving evidence against James Hunt, who is accused of attacking him. 
 
John Shumaker: At 11pm, I was in Cambridge Road, Whitechapel, and the accused ran out and 
snatched my watch chain from my waistcoat pocket. I ran after him and caught him but then 
another man attacked me with a stick and struck me four times on my head. I let Mr Hunt go, and 
he hit me with the stick, which cut my nose open. He also hit me on the arm. I was then surrounded 
by six other attackers and I shouted for help. The accused knocked me down again and took money 
from my trouser pocket. 

Source B: From the Penny Illustrated Paper, 1874. The drawing is about the murder of Harriet Lane by her 
lover, Henry Wainwright. He was a businessman who owned a workshop and warehouse in Whitechapel Road. 
He buried Harriet Lane’s body under the floorboards of his workshop. 
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4 sentences. Select a detail from source A. Write I question you could ask about that detail. 

Give an example of a type of primary source that you could use to help you answer the question 

NOT a secondary source e.g. internet, textbook, teacher. Then describe how the source you have 

selected helps you to answer the question. 

Detail in source A I would follow up: 

‘The victim was hit on the nose with a stick and had his watch and 

money stolen.  

Question I would ask: 

Was violent crime common in Whitechapel? 

What type of source I could use: 

Court records or police records of H Division. 

How this might help me answer my question? 

I would be able to see how many violent crimes the police dealt with 

and how many court cases were about violent crimes. 

Study Source A. 

How could you follow up Source A to find out more about the effectiveness of the police in 

Whitechapel in 1888? In your answer, you must give the question you would ask and the 

type of source you could use. Complete the table below. (4 marks) 

 
Detail in source A I would follow up: 
Question I would ask: 
What type of source I could use: 
How this might help me answer my question: 
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Write four sentences. Two sentences about the first feature. Two sentences about the 

second feature 

 

 

 

 1st feature: identify a feature, describe something about the feature 

One feature accommodation for poor people was overcrowding. More specifically, 
in the worst rookeries one family of 10 might share just one room 

 

 2nd feature: identify a feature, describe something about the feature 

Another feature was poor sanitation. More specifically, there was no running 

water or sewage system. As a result diseases like cholera spread easily. 

1. Describe two features of accommodation for the poorer people in the 
Whitechapel area. 

2. Describe two features of working conditions for poor people in Whitechapel 
3. Describe two features of immigration to Whitechapel 
4. Describe two features of crime in Whitechapel 
5. Describe two features of H Division 
6. Describe two features of newspapers in Whitechapel 
7. Describe two features of public opinion about the police in Whitechapel. 
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