
Percentage Ladder: Aimes-tu les vacances ? 

Y8 Writing and Listening 

Percentage I can … Prove it! 
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Listening  

Deduces meaning from extended 

spoken text across a range of 

cultural and contemporary themes. 

Identifies the overall message, key 

points, details and opinions 

accurately. References to the past, 

present, future and conditional are 

accurately interpreted.  

Interprets and accurately 

paraphrases meaning in both the 

target language and English.  

Speaking  

Reacts readily, spontaneously and 

naturally. A confident and fluent 

speaker who develops all answers. 

Gives and explains opinions 

wherever possible. Messages are 

conveyed without ambiguity.  

Very accurate, there may be only a 

few minor grammatical mistakes. 

Uses a wide range of linguistic 

structures and vocabulary and 

makes references to past, present, 

future and conditional confidently.  

Consistently good pronunciation and 

intonation. 

Reading  

Understands a variety of unseen 

texts and authentic materials 

across a range of topics. 

Understands all references to the 

past, present, future and 

conditional. Questions in the target 

language are all interpreted 

accurately, and the information 

required to respond to all questions 

is correctly located in the text.  

Meaning is inferred even where it 

is not stated explicitly, and the 

candidate can explain where this 

meaning is inferred.  

Grammatical questions are handled 

with confidence.  

Translations of short passages are 

very accurate.   

Writing  

Vous écrivez un article sur les vacances pour un magazine 

français.  

 

Décrivez:  

 

 

 

 

 

Écrivez environ 150 mots en français. Répondez aux 

deux aspects de la question.  
[To achieve 80 per cent in this task, you must respond to both 

bullet points, giving at a range of opinions, with reasons. You must 

use a variety of vocabulary and structures (adjectives, negatives, 

quantifiers, connectives, verbs, time phrases and four tenses] 

  

 l’importance des vacances 

 des vacances mémorables 



Writing  

Writes fluently and coherently. 

Responses are accomplished and 

developed. Communication is clear, 

opinions are expressed and 

justified at all times. Complex 

structures are used confidently 

and successfully, errors are minor. 

Variety of appropriate vocabulary 

used. 4 or more tenses are used 

largely successfully. 

 

 

Listening  

Deduces meaning from extended 

spoken text across a range of 

cultural and contemporary themes. 

Identifies the overall message, key 

points, details and opinions almost 

always accurately. References to 

the past, present, future and 

conditional are interpreted 

accurately most of the time.  

Interprets and accurately 

paraphrases meaning in both the 

target language and English. 

Speaking  

Reacts readily and spontaneously. A 

confident speaker who regularly 

develops responses. Replies to 

almost all questions clearly. Gives 

and explains opinions regularly. 

Uses a range of linguistic 

structures and vocabulary and 

references to the past, present 

and future are generally 

successful. Good pronunciation and 

intonation. 

Reading  

Understands a variety of unseen 

texts and authentic materials 

across a range of topics. 

Understands most references to 

the past, present, future and 

conditional. Questions in the target 

language are mostly interpreted 

accurately, and the information 

required to respond to most 

questions is correctly located in 

the text.  

Meaning is inferred even where it 

is not stated explicitly, and the 

candidate can explain where this 

meaning is inferred.  

Grammatical questions are largely 

handled with confidence, but there 

may be some errors.  

Writing 

 

Vous décrivez vos vacances préférées pour votre blog.  

 

Décrivez: 

Écrivez environ 90 mots en français. Répondez à chaque 

aspect de la question.  
[To achieve 70 per cent in this task, respond to each bullet point 

giving at least two opinions in total and using a variety of 

vocabulary and structures (adjectives, negatives, quantifiers, 

connectives, verbs, time phrases and three tenses] 

 

 

70% 

 Où vous allez normalement en vacances 

 Avec qui vous y allez normalement 

 Les aspects positifs des vacances  

 Vos dernières vacances 

 Où vous aimeriez aller l’année prochaine 



Translations of short passages are 

accurate.   

Writing  

Writes mainly fluently and 

coherently. Responses are 

accomplished and developed with 

occasional lapses. Communication is 

clear, opinions are expressed and 

justified in most tasks. Complex 

structures are used confidently, 

although there may be some errors 

in them. Uses a variety of 

appropriate vocabulary and 3-4 

tenses are nearly always correct. 

 

 Listening 

Deduces meaning from spoken text 

across a range of cultural and 

contemporary themes. Identifies 

the overall message, key points, 

details and opinions in most cases, 

although there may be ambiguities. 

References to the past, present, 

future and conditional are 

interpreted accurately most of the 

time.  

Interprets and paraphrases 

meaning in both the target 

language and English largely 

successfully, although there may 

be instances where meaning is lost. 

Speaking  

Reacts quite readily and 

spontaneously but there may be 

some instances where memorised 

answers are relied upon. A 

generally confident speaker. Gives 

developed responses to most 

questions and gives opinions in most 

places. There may be some small 

grammatical errors but messages 

are conveyed clearly.  Good 

conversational language and there 

are some successful attempts at 

more complex structures. 

References to the past, present 

and future are included and are 

normally successful. Good 

pronunciation and intonation. 

Reading 

Understands some unseen texts 

and authentic materials across a 

range of topics. Understands most 

references to the past, present, 

future and conditional. Questions 

Writing 
 

Vous êtes en vacances et vous écrivez à votre ami français.  

Mentionnez : 

 Où vous-êtes 

 La météo 

 Le logement 

 Vos activités de vacances 

 

Ecrivez environ 40 mots en français.  
[to achieve 60% in this task, include at least 2 tenses, opinions, 

adjectives, quantifiers and a time phrase] 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

60% 



in the target language are mostly 

interpreted accurately, and the 

information required to respond to 

these questions is sometimes 

correctly located in the text. 

There may be ambiguities in some 

responses.  

Meaning is sometimes inferred 

even where it is not stated 

explicitly, but the candidate cannot 

always explain where this meaning 

is inferred.  

Grammatical questions are largely 

handled with confidence, but there 

may be some errors.  

Translations of short passages are 

mostly accurate.   

Writing  

Most written responses are 

accomplished and developed. 

Communication is mostly clear and 

opinions are expressed but there 

may be some ambiguities. Opinions 

are expressed and sometimes 

justified. Complex structures are 

attempted, but may include errors. 

Uses some variety of appropriate 

vocabulary and 2-3 tenses are used 

largely correctly.   

 Listening  

Deduces some meaning from spoken 

text across a range of cultural and 

contemporary themes. Identifies 

the overall message, key points, 

details and opinions in some cases, 

although there may be ambiguities. 

References to the past, present, 

future and conditional are 

sometimes interpreted accurately.  

Attempts to interpret and 

paraphrase meaning in both the 

target language and English are 

made, however there may be 

several instances where meaning is 

lost. 

Speaking   

Reacts readily and spontaneously 

occasionally, but most answers are 

rely on memorised language. 

Speaker is less confident when 

moving away from memorised 

answers. Gives developed responses 

to some questions, but some 

answers may lack opinions. Despite 

a number of grammatical errors 

Writing 
 

Translate the following sentences into French :  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

50% 

Last year, I went to Italie: 

_______________________________________ 

I went by plane because it is fast: 

_______________________________________ 

I took photos: 

_______________________________________ 

It was the best holiday: 

_______________________________________ 



messages are normally conveyed 

(with some ambiguity in places). 

Reasonable conversational language 

which shows some variety of 

vocabulary. Complex structures are 

attempted but may contain errors. 

References to the past or future 

or conditional are included and have 

some success.  

Pronunciation and intonation are 

generally understandable. 

Reading  

Understands longer texts, some of 

which might be unseen and 

authentic materials across a range 

of topics. Understands most 

references to the past, present, 

future or conditional.  

Questions in the target language 

are sometimes interpreted 

accurately, and the information 

required to respond to these 

questions is sometimes correctly 

located in the text. There may be 

ambiguities in some responses.  

Meaning is sometimes inferred 

even where it is not stated 

explicitly, but the candidate cannot 

always explain where this meaning 

is inferred.  

Grammatical questions are 

attempted, but there may be some 

serious errors.  

Translations of short passages are 

sometimes accurate.   

Writing   

Most written responses are 

accomplished and developed. 

Communication is mostly clear and 

opinions are expressed but there 

may be some ambiguities. Some 

opinions are expressed but are 

often not justified. Some attempts 

at complex structures are made 

but these may include errors which 

impact on communication. Longer 

sentences are attempted using 

appropriate vocabulary but 

references to 2-3 tenses are not 

always successful.    

 

 

 

 

 Listening   

Identifies words and short phrases 

from shorter spoken texts using 

familiar language confidently. 

There are instances where the key 

Writing 

 

Translate the following sentences into English:  

 



points, details and opinions have 

been recognised in longer spoken 

texts across a range of topics, 

although errors in understanding 

may be present. References to 

past, present, future or conditional 

may not have been interpreted 

correctly.   

Attempts at interpreting and 

paraphrasing meaning into English 

are made, however the meaning has 

sometimes been lost. 

Speaking  

Much of what is said involves pre-

learnt answers. Speaker sometimes 

lacks confidence and gives quite 

short responses, but at least one 

answer is developed and two 

opinions expressed. There may be a 

number of grammatical errors 

which at times impact on 

understanding. Reasonable 

conversational language which uses 

simple structures and vocabulary 

may be repetitive. References to 

past or future have some success. 

Pronunciation is understandable but 

comprehension and delivery can be 

delayed. 

Reading  

Words, short phrases, opinions and 

details are successfully recognised 

in mid-length texts across a range 

of contexts.  

Questions in English are more 

successful than those in the target 

language.  

Meaning is sometimes inferred 

even where not explicitly stated 

however explanations of inferences 

may be ambiguous.  

References to the past, present, 

future or conditional are 

sometimes interpreted correctly.  

Translation of words and short 

phrases is successful. 

Writing  

Some written responses are 

accomplished and developed, being 

more accurate than inaccurate. An 

opinion is expressed and this may 

lack a justification. One or two 

attempts at complex structures 

and 2 tenses are made but may not 

always be successful. Longer 

 

 

 

40% 

Normally, I go on holiday to the USA: 

_______________________________________ 

I go by plane: 

_______________________________________ 

Sometimes, we go to France: 

_______________________________________ 

Last year, I visited Paris: 

_______________________________________ 



sentences show some variety in 

vocabulary but there are some 

major errors and more frequent 

minor errors. 

 Listening  

Identifies words and short phrases 

from shorter spoken texts using 

familiar language. In longer texts, 

some key points, details and 

opinions may be recognised.  

Attempts at interpreting and 

paraphrasing meaning into English 

are made, however the meaning has 

often been lost.  

Speaking  

Little spontaneity in responses; 

relies on pre-learnt answers.  

Gives understandable replies to 

most questions but they may be 

shorter and/or repetitive. A 

generally unconfident speaker. 

Attempts at longer replies require 

concentration. Basic conversational 

language which uses simple 

structures and vocabulary. 

Expresses one opinion. References 

to the past or future have limited 

success. Grammatical errors 

impede communication regularly. 

Pronunciation is anglicised, but 

generally understandable.  

Reading  

Words, short phrases and some 

opinions and details are 

successfully recognised in shorter 

or mid-length texts.  

Questions in English are more 

successful than those in the target 

language. 

References to the past, present, 

future or conditional are 

sometimes interpreted correctly.  

Translation of words and short 

phrases is successful.  

Writing 

Basic written responses, one may 

be developed. Communication is 

sometimes clear but there are 

instances where messages are not 

conveyed. An opinion is expressed 

accurately. Reference to 2 tenses 

may not always be successful. 

Range of vocabulary is narrow, 

repetitive and/or inappropriate to 

the needs of the task.   

 

Writing  

 

Translate the following sentences into English:  

 

 

 

30% 

Je vais au Portugal en vacances: 

_______________________________________ 

Je vais en bateau: 

_______________________________________ 

Je vais avec mon père: 

_______________________________________ 

Je visite des monuments: 

_______________________________________ 



 Listening  

Identifies words and short phrases 

from shorter spoken texts using 

familiar language. Positive and 

negative opinions are recognised, as 

well as some key points and details. 

Responses are given in English. 

Speaking  

Understandable responses to one 

or two questions, although a 

number of questions may not be 

answered. Hesitates regularly and 

successful answers are pre-learnt. 

All responses are short and 

repetitive, and attempts at longer 

replies tend to be very unclear. 

Limited conversational language 

which uses very simple structures 

and vocabulary. References to past 

or future events have little or no 

success. Frequent errors regularly 

impede communication, due also to 

anglicised pronunciation.  

Reading  

Words, short phrases and some 

opinions are successfully 

recognised in shorter texts. 

Questions in English are more 

successful than those in the target 

language. Translation of words and 

short phrases is successful. 

Writing  

Limited written responses which 

may not be developed.  

Communication is sometimes not 

clear but messages may be partly 

conveyed. There may be one 

opinions expressed, but this may 

contain errors. Range of vocabulary 

may be narrow, repetitive and/or 

inappropriate, and references to 

present tense only are made.    

 

Writing  
 

Vous répondez à un email pour un blog sur «les vacances».  

 

Répondez aux questions en français:  

 

Comment t’appelles ? 

___________________________________ 

 

Où vas-tu normalement en vacances ? 

___________________________________ 

 

Avec qui tu vas en vacances ? 

___________________________________ 

 

Préfèrez-vous le bord de la mer ou la montagne ? 

___________________________________ 

20% 



 
 

 Listening  

Identifies words and short phrases 

from short spoken texts using 

familiar language. Positive and 

negative opinions are recognised. 

Responses are given in English.  

Speaking 

Speaker hesitates regularly, giving 

a disjointed dialogue. Speaker 

replies to some questions but the 

answers are likely to be short 

and/or repetitive. A number of 

questions may not be answered. 

Message is partially conveyed or 

conveyed with some ambiguity. Poor 

conversational language with errors 

in the majority of sentences, or 

very little language used. 

Pronunciation is only just 

understandable.  

Reading 

Words, short phrases and some 

opinions may be successfully 

recognised in shorter texts. 

Questions in English are more 

successful than those in the target 

language. Translation of some 

words and short phrases is 

sometimes successful.  

Writing  

Limited written responses which 

are not be developed. 

Communication is often not clear 

but messages may be partly 

conveyed. No opinions are 

expressed. Range of vocabulary 

may be narrow, repetitive and/or 

inappropriate, references to 

present tense only are made.    

Writing 

 

You receive this WhatsApp photo from your friend.  

 

 
 

Qu’est-ce qu’il y a sur la photo? Ecrivez quatre phrases.  

1. ___________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________ 

4. ___________________________________ 

10% 


