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Write 3 paragraphs. In each paragraph explain one significant effect of the issue in the question on the event in the 

question e.g. Q1 explain three reasons why warfare was important to the life of the Plains Indians 

 40%- First paragraph. Identify one reason why warfare was important to the Indians. Describe two 

examples that back this up and explain why this was important. 

Warfare was important to the lifestyle of the Plains Indians because it meant they could 

steal horses. 

This was important because they it meant they could hunt the buffalo more easily. More specifically, 

they could ride after the herd and kill the buffalo with their bow and arrow. +Horses were also important 

for the Indians nomadic lifestyle. +More specifically, they used the horses to move around the Great Plains, 

pulling all their possessions on a travois. 

 50%-Second paragraph. Identify a second reason why it was important. Describe two example that back 

this up Explain why this was so important. 

Warfare was also important to the lifestyle of the Plains Indians because they could count 

coup This was important because counting coup was the ultimate way of a brave demonstrating his bravery. 

More specifically the brave would touch his enemy with his coup stick, this was considered more brave then 

killing an enemy. +Counting coup was also important because if a brave demonstrated his bravery he this 

improved his status. More specifically, bravery was valued in Sioux society and only brave Sioux would find a 

wife or became a chief. 

 60% +- Third paragraph. Describe a third reason why it was important. Explain why this was so important. 

+Warfare was also important to the lifestyle of the Plains Indians because chiefs needed to 

show strong medicine This was important because if a chief did not have strong medicine his band would 

choose another to be chief. More specifically medicine was spiritual power and having strong medicine was 

important for a chief. Winning wars was a way of showing strong medicine.  

 

The final American West question will always have three bullet points. 

Each bullet points is a statement You have to explain two statements.  

 

1. Explain the importance of warfare for the way of life of  

the Plains Indians 

2. Explain the importance of the buffalo for the way of life of  

the Plains Indians 

3. Explain the importance of horses for the way of life of  the 

Plains Indians 

4. Explain the importance of the Oregon Trail for the settlement 

of the West. 

5. Explain the importance of the Homestead Act 1862 for the 

settlement of the West 

6. Explain the importance of the Pacific Railroad Act in 1862 for 

the settlement of the West.  

7. Explain the importance of the Civil War for settlement of the 

West 

8. The importance of the sod buster to homesteaders settling on 

the Great Plains (8 marks) 

9. Explain the importance of the creation of Abilene for the 

growth of the cattle industry 1867  

10. Explain the importance of the Goodnight and Loving to the 

growth of the cattle industry (8 marks) 

11. Explain the importance of the railroad for increasing 

lawlessness in the west.  

12. Explain the importance of the discovery of gold for causing 

conflict between the US government and the Plains Indians  

13. Explain the importance of the Dawes Act for the destruction of 

the Indian way of life.  
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Write 3 paragraphs explaining the causes of the event. Make sure you write in chronological order and link 

each cause to the next. 

 40% first paragraph. Describe the very first cause of the event. This may not be included in the 

bullet points 

The origin of migration west 1835-61 was the Oregon Trail set up by Mountain 

Men. This led to, many Mountain Men travelling West to hunt bear and beaver, for 

their fur. The fur was sent back east and turned into coats and hats. 
 50% second paragraph. Describe how the first cause links to the next cause 

This links to the Mormons going west in 1849 because the Mormons suffered 

persecution in the East due to their belief in a third book of the bible, the Book of 

Mormon, that Joseph Smith said he discovered on some golden plates in his back 

garden. This led to all the Mormons moving west along the Oregon Trail and setting 

up Salt Lake City in Utah 
 60%. Third paragraph. Describe how the previous causes link to the third cause 

+This links to the idea of Manifest Destiny because both were religious reasons 

why people migrated west. Manifest Destiny was the idea that it was God’s will for 

white Americans to migrate west and control the entire north American continent. The 

idea was popularised by the media in the East. Appearing in many newspapers and giving 

religious justification for migration west. This led to many people travelling west 

along the Oregon trail to fulfil their belief in Manifest Destiny 

 

1. Write a narrative account analysing the causes of migration west 

by white settlers 1835-61. You have use the following in your 

answer: 

• Mormons 1845 

• Manifest Destiny 1845 

You must also use information of your own. 

 

2. Write a narrative account analysing reasons for the growth of the 

cattle industry 1865-74 

 Civil War 1865 

 Joseph McCoy sets up Abilene 1867 

You must also use information of your own.  

 

3. Write a narrative account analysing reasons increased settlement on 

the Great Plains 1860-90 

 Homestead Act 1862 

 Exoduster Movement 1879 

 You must also use information of your own. (8 marks) 

 

4. Write a narrative account analysing why there was conflict between 

whites and Plains Indians 1860-76. You have use the following in your 

answer: 

• Little Crows War 1862 

• Battle of Little Big Horn 1876 

You must also use information of your own. 

 

5. Write a narrative account analysing the reasons why the Plains 

Indians went to war in the 1860s and 1870s. You may use the following 

in your answer: 

 Fort Laramie Treaty 1851 

 Discovery of gold in the Black Hills 1874 

You must also use information of you own. 

 

6. Write a narrative account analysing the ways US government policy 

destroyed the Indian way of life. You may use the following in your 

answer: 

 Buffalo hunting in the 1870s 

 Dawes Act 1887 

You must also use information of you own. 
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Write three sentences about each consequence. Identify a consequence,  

 

Describe one impact, and describe a second impact. Repeat for a second 

consequence.   

 1st consequence:  

One consequence was tribes to the east of the frontier had to move 

west onto the Great Plains. This was because the land to the east of the 

frontier was for whites and to the west of the frontier for Indians +This 

meant that the Crow and Seminole tribes were forced to move onto the 

Great Plains. This was called ‘the Trail of Tears’ 

  2nd consequence:  

Another consequence was increased competition for resources on 

the Great Plains This was because more tribes were using the same amount 

of land, water and buffalo. +This meant that conflict between tribes 

increased, particularly between the Crow and Sioux. 

 

1. Explain two consequences of the Permanent Indian Frontier 1834. 

2. Explain two consequences of the Indian Appropriations Act 1851 

3. Explain two consequences of the banking crisis 1837. 

4. Explain two consequences of the California Gold Rush 1849 

5. Explain two consequences of the Fort Laramie Treaty 1851 

6. Explain two consequences gold being discovered in the Rocky Mountains in 

1862. 

7. Explain two consequences of the Pacific Railroad Act 1862  

8. Explain two consequences of the Homestead Act 1862 

9. Explain two consequences the Fort Laramie Treaty 1868. 

10. Explain two consequences of the Sand Creek Massacre 1864 

11. Explain two consequences of the end of the Civil War  

12. Explain two consequences of the Battle of Little Bighorn 1874 

13. Explain two consequences of the end of the open range 

14. Explain two consequences of the Dawes Act 1887 

15. Explain two consequences of the Johnson County War 

16. Explain two consequences of the massacre at Wounded Knee 1890 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


