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Lesson 1 – Do Now

1. The years 1800-1899 were part of which century?

	18th Century
	19th Century
	20th Century




2. Today, in 2019, we are in the __st century.
3. The 20th Century was part of which period of History?
	Middle Ages (Also known as the Medieval Period) 500- 1500
	Early Modern Period 1500-1700
	Industrial Period 1700-1900
	Modern Period 1900-present



4. Slavery was abolished in the British Empire in 1833, this was in the ___ century.

5. What is an interpretation of the past?

	A specific view of the past that may be different to other people’s views of the past
	A record of exactly what happened in the past. 
	A view of the past that is not based on any evidence.



6. The British Empire was the ________ Empire in the world
	first
	largest 
	only



[image: Image result for challenge]Challenge! Answer these questions in your books.
        Why do you think that some countries wanted to rule over other countries?






1. “Good thing” vs “Era of Darkness”, why has the British Empire been seen so differently?
What was the British Empire?
Before we can answer our big question, we need to know what the term ‘empire’ means and learn about Britain’s Empire.   
	Look at the plate below. It was made in 1887 to celebrate Queen Victoria’s golden jubilee (50 years being queen) and shows lots of features of the British Empire, which Queen Victoria ruled over. 

Annotate the plate to show what you can see, and what you can infer (workout) about the British Empire



2. What can you infer about the British Empire?



























Canada was part of the British Empire

 

1. What can you see on the plate?





















[image: Image result for british empire plate]The plate has the word ‘Canada’ on it










	[image: Related image] Check your understanding by answering the following questions.

	1. An Empire is where a single ruler, government or country rules over…

	their own country
	a group of countries 
	the entire world

	2. The Spanish Empire ruled over large parts of ______ and _______ America.

	South and Central
	South and North
	North and Central

	3. The Roman Empire stretched as far as…

	Britain
	China
	America

	4. The British Empire was the ________ in the World.

	Smallest
	Largest
	first

	5. The colony that was seen as the  ‘Jewel in the Crown’ of the British Empire was…

	India
	Canada
	South Africa

	Read through the information about the British Empire

Decide if each piece of information suggests that the economy, power, or British values was the reason for Britain building it’s empire.   (Hint: You can pick more than one category, but you have to be able to explain why)

Economy: money/wealth/business     Power: Control/Army     British Values: spreading British ideas



Example: 1. Britain wanted more land than other European countries (such as France and Spain), this would stop other countries becoming more powerful than Britain.
Why did Britain want an Empire? Economy                Power              British Values 
 
2. Some people argued that Britain should conquer other countries so that Britain could spread its ways of life, including education, language and medicine
Why did Britain want an Empire?  Economy                Power             British Values 

3. Other countries had lots of raw materials that you couldn’t find or grow in Britain. Africa had gold, diamonds and cotton; India had tea, spices and coffee; Canada had gold, wood and fish (Britain had these last two but needed more). These helped to make Britain very wealthy
Why did Britain want an Empire?  Economy                Power              British Values 

4. Britain was a Christian country and felt that they should convert other people to Christianity as well. 
Why did Britain want an Empire?  Economy                Power              British Values 

5. Controlling other countries gave Britain control over many people who could then fight in the British Army. India, for example, provided over 2 million soldiers during World War II. 
Why did Britain want an Empire?  Economy                Power              British Values 

6.  Britain could sell good made in Britain to countries in its Empire, making British businesses richer. 
Why did Britain want an Empire?  Economy                Power              British Values 

7. Britain wanted to be seen as the ‘Greatest Power’ in the world. To be a great country you needed an empire.
Why did Britain want an Empire?  Economy                Power              British Values 

8. Many British people thought they were ‘superior’ (better than) other people and that Britain should help other countries become better by living like British people. 
Why did Britain want an Empire?  Economy                Power              British Values Challenge! Answer these questions in your books.
1. Which was the biggest reason for Britain building it’s empire? Why? 




[image: Image result for challenge]

	[image: Image result for writing  logo] What was the British Empire?



	Success Criteria:
· Define the term ‘empire’
· Describe the British Empire (size, countries, dates)
· Explain why Britain wanted an empire

	Key Terms:
Country
Ruler
Control
Largest
‘Jewel in the Crown’




An ‘empire’ is _________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________
The British Empire was____________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[image: Image result for challenge]Challenge! Answer these questions in your books.
2. In what way was the British Empire similar and different to other empires
















2. “Good thing” vs “Era of Darkness”, why has the British Empire been seen so differently?
How has the British Empire been portrayed?
	[image: Related image] Check your understanding by answering the following questions.

	1. “British involvement in the Slave Trade has been portrayed in different ways.”
In this sentence, the word “portrayed” could be replaced by… (choose two)

	Shown
	Suggested
	described

	2. An interpretation is a  ________ of the past

	painting
	view
	record

	
	
	

	1. Look at the book cover below. Annotate the cover to show what you can see (think about colours, light and bright versus dark) Use adjectives to help describe what you can see e.g. ‘calm water’ rather just water.
2. Add words that describe how the British Empire has been portrayed.


2. The image suggests the interpretation will portray the British Empire as…



























[image: ]Calm water
1. What can you see in the image?









































	1. Look at the book cover below. Annotate the cover to show what you can see
2. Add words that describe how the image portrays the British Empire



2. The image suggests the interpretation will portray the British Empire as…


1. What can you see in the image?
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	[image: Image result for writing  logo]Everybody writes. Complete the sentences 



The biggest difference in the two interpretations is that  _________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
For example, Niall Ferguson chose to use an image that shows____________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
This suggests that he sees the British Empire as_________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Whereas Sashi Tharoor chose and image that shows __________________________________________-_________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________This suggests that he sees the British Empire as_________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. “Good thing” vs “Era of Darkness”, why has the British Empire been seen so differently?
What do Ferguson and Tharoor actually say about empire?
	1. Read through the questions first so you know what answers to look for.
2. Read through the extract and answer the questions. Do not worry about understanding every word.



	Key terms
	Extract: From Empire: How Britain Made The Modern World, by Niall Ferguson. Published in 2003 in Britain.
	Questions

	Enhanced global welfare: improving the world


British Imperial Rule: being ruled by the British Empire


Democracy: when the people have the power to decide who and how a country is run

Discernibly: clear/
obvious/noticeable
	“There seems a plausible case that [the British] empire enhanced global welfare – in other words, was a Good Thing...

Without the influence of British Imperial rule, it is hard to believe that the institutions of parliamentary democracy would have been adopted by the majority of states in the world, as they are today. 

India, the world’s largest democracy, owes more than it is fashionable to acknowledge to British rule. Its elite schools, its universities, its civil service, its army, its press and its parliamentary system all have discernibly British models. 

Finally, there is the English language itself, perhaps the most important single export of the last 300 years. Today 350 million people speak English as their first language and around 450 million people have it as a second language. That is roughly one in every seven people on the planet”
	What is Niall Ferguson’s overall opinion about the British Empire?


What does Niall Ferguson argue most countries would not have today if the British Empire had not existed?



What does Niall Ferguson says Britain gave to India?





What does Niall Ferguson say is the most important gift of the British Empire?


Give evidence he uses to support his argument?





	Summarise Niall Ferguson’s interpretation of the British Empire:

	Niall Ferguson suggests the British Empire…

	

	

	

	

	


[image: Image result for challenge]Challenge! Answer these questions in your books.
3. How does Ferguson’s argument link to the image he chose for the front cover of his book?


	1. Read through the questions first so you know what answers to look for.
2. Read through the extract and answer the questions. Do not worry about understanding every word.



	Key terms
	Extract: From An Era of Darkness: The British Empire In India, by Sashi Tharoor, published in 2016 in India
	Questions

	literacy rate: the percentage of people who can read and write

Life expectancy: how many years people usually live for

Colonialism: taking control of over countries

Massacres: the brutal killing/murder of many people

forced resettlement:
Making people move to a new location.

Flaunting: showing off

Kohinoor: At the time it was the largest diamond in the World. Found in India but taken by the British.

Perpetrated: Carried out
	“The British left [India] with 16% literacy rate, a life expectancy of 27… and over 90 percent living below the poverty line. 






Colonialism [was] a tale of slavery, plunder, war, corruption, land-grabbing, famines, exploitation, indentured labour, impoverishment, massacres, genocide and forced resettlement…



Flaunting the Kohinoor on the Queen Mother’s crown in the Tower of London is a powerful reminder of the injustices perpetrated by the former imperial power {Britain]. Until it is returned… it will remain evidence of the loot, plunder, and misappropriation that colonialism was really all about”

	Does Sashi Tharoor suggest that Britain left India in a good or poor condition when they left? 


Give two pieces of evidence he uses to support his argument:




What is Sashi Tharoor’s overall view of the British Empire?


How can you tell?



Why does Sashi Tharoor focus on the Kohinoor diamond?



	Summarise Sashi Tharoor’s  interpretation of the British Empire:

	Sashi Tharoor suggests the British Empire…

	

	

	

	

	

	



Challenge! Answer these questions in your books.
4. How does Tharoor’s argument link to the image he chose for the front cover of his book?

[image: Image result for challenge]



A quote from an American historian, Will Durant, writing in 1930:
“The British conquest of India was the invasion and destruction of a high civilization by a trading company [The British East India Company] utterly without scruple or principle, careless of art and greedy of grain, over-running with fire and sword a country temporary disordered and helpless, bribing and murdering, annexing and stealing…

	Sashi Tharoor would agree/disagree with Durant.
	Niall Ferguson would agree/disagree with Durant.

	This is because..…
	This is because…

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




















4. “Good thing” vs “Era of Darkness”, why has the British Empire been seen so differently?
Why do Ferguson and Tharoor see the Empire so differently?1. Analyse each source and decide whether Niall Ferguson or Sashi Tharoor might have used it when researching the British Empire.
2. Explain what each source suggests about the impact of the British Empire on India

[image: Image result for amritsar massacre]
Source A: A painting of the Amritsar Massacre, 1919, where British troops fired on a crowd of local people in a garden. The shooting lasted for 10–15 minutes. By the time the guns fell silent, the garden was littered with the bodies of the dead and dying. The death toll was between 500 and 600. The wounded likely amounted to three times as many. 




Which historian might have used this source when researching the impact of the British Empire on India?
[image: ][image: ][image: ]





	Why? What does the source suggest? The source suggests that the British Empire…


	

	

	

	


        

	
[image: ][image: The British Library: OIOC B21210; photo of a railway bridge, c.1900]
Source B: Statistics used by James Morris in his history book Pax Britannica, alongside a photograph of a newly constructed railway in India in 1900.  




Which historian might have used this source when researching the impact of the British Empire on India?
[image: ][image: ][image: ]





	Why? What does the source suggest? The source suggests that the British Empire…


	

	

	

	











[image: Image result for florence nightingale famine in british empire][image: https://cdn.nybooks.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/GettyImages-50489409.jpg]“We do not care enough to stop them [Indians] dying slow and terrible deaths from things we could easily stop. We have taken their land and we raise it, for our [British] good, not theirs…”






Source C: A quote from Florence Nightingale about famine in India alongside a photograph of an elderly Indian woman left to starve  to death, taken in 1943. 
Estimates suggest up to 35 million Indians died as a result of famine and starvation under British rule.








Which historian might have used this source when researching the impact of the British Empire on India?
[image: ][image: ][image: ]





	Why? What does the source suggest? The source suggests that the British Empire…


	

	

	

	





[image: Image result for democracies 2017]
Source D: A map showing which countries were democracies (run by the people) in 1962. Many of these countries (including India, Canada, Australia & New Zealand) had been part of the British Empire.






[image: ]Which historian might have used this source when researching the impact of the British Empire on India?
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	Why? What does the source suggest? The source suggests that the British Empire…
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Source E: A quote from Ghandi, a famous leader of the Indian independence movement, written in 1938.
It is estimated that the British drained (took) £4,187,922,732 from India in the 19th century (1800-1900) and even more in the 20th century. The salary of the British official in charge of India was 90,000 times more than an average Indian.










Which historian might have used this source when researching the impact of the British Empire on India?
[image: ][image: ][image: ]





	Why? What does the source suggest? The source suggests that the British Empire…


	

	

	

	












Education, both male and female. Though yet only partial, an inestimable blessing as far as it has gone, and leading gradually to the destruction… of many evils. 
Politically: Peace and order. Freedom of speech and liberty of the press. Improvement of government in the native states.  Equal justice between man and man (sometimes vitiated by partiality to Europeans). 
Materially: Loans for railways and irrigation. Development of a few valuable products, such as indigo, tea, coffee, silk, etc. Increase of exports. Telegraphs.
India is suffering seriously in several ways, and is sinking in poverty due to the economic drain.





[image: https://smedia2.intoday.in/indiatoday/images/stories/2017April/3_063017125211.jpg]















Source F: Quotes from Dadabhai Naoroji, the first Indian to be elected to the British Parliament. He saw both benefits and problems with the British Empire, as he set out in his essay, The Benefits of British Rule, in 1871.







Which historian might have used this source when researching the impact of the British Empire on India?
[image: ][image: ][image: ]





	Why? What does the source suggest? The source suggests that the British Empire…


	

	

	

	


Challenge! Answer these questions in your books.
5. How is Source F different to the other sources? Give examples to support your answer.

[image: Image result for challenge]




5. “Good thing” vs “Era of Darkness”, why has the British Empire been seen so differently?
Why do Ferguson and Tharoor actually see the Empire so differently?
	1. Read through the questions first so you know what answers to look for.
2. Read through the extract and answer the questions. Do not worry about understanding every word.



	Key terms
	Extract: From An Era of Darkness: The British Empire In India, by Sashi Tharoor, published in 2016 in India
	Questions

	Perplexed: confused


Debate: argument about a specific topic
	“I was pleasantly surprised but also a bit perplexed.

For one thing, though I had spoken well enough for my side to win the debate… I know I had made better speeches that had not acquired one tenth of the fan following this one had.

For another, I honestly did not think I had said anything new.

My analysis of the iniquities (evils) of British Colonialism (Empire) was based on what I had read and studied since childhood…

Similar things had been said by Romesh Chunder Dutt and Dadabhai Naoroji in the late nineteenth century, and by Jawaharlal Nehru and a host of others in the twentieth”
	Was Tharoor expecting such a positive reaction to his speech?
 
Did Tharoor think his speech was brilliant? (Give a quote to support your answer)


Did Tharoor think his view of Empire was new?

When had Tharoor formed his view of the British Empire?



Was he the first person to point out the problems caused by the empire?













	1. Read through the questions first so you know what answers to look for.
2. Read through the extract and answer the questions. Do not worry about understanding every word.



	Key terms
	Extract: From Empire: How Britain Made The Modern World, by Niall Ferguson. Published in 2003 in Britain.
	Questions

	
Oxford Union: A club at Oxford University where debates take place

Solemn Motions:
Serious topics

Penny Dropped: understanding/realising something

Rosy: Happy/positive
	“…I got to Oxford [university] in 1982…

In those days the Oxford Union still debated solemn motions like ‘This house regrets Colonization’. 

I suppose that was the moment the penny dropped: clearly not everyone shared my confidently rosy view of Britain’s Imperial past. 

Thanks to the British Empire, I have family all over the world. 

Thanks to the British Empire, my first childhood memories are of colonial Africa. [My dad] took his wife and two infant children [including Niall] to Kenya… for two years…
[After we returned to Glasgow], our house was full of Kenyan memorabilia… I still have the carved wooden hippopotamus, warthog, elephant and lion which were once my most treasured possessions


	
Ferguson says he had a ‘confidently rosy’ view of the British Empire. What does this mean?


When had he formed his view of the Empire?


What shocked him about other people’s views of the British Empire?

Where does Niall Ferguson have family? 

Where did Niall Ferguson live for two years as a child?


Does he has positive memories of this place? Give a quote to support your point.
















Connect each historian to the statements about their background.How have Tharoor and Ferguson’s backgrounds influenced their views of the British Empire?

























[image: ][image: ]




In a country that had become wealthier because of the Empire
in India
Niall Ferguson
Grew up..
Sashi Tharoor
Grew up…
in Scotland





Had family who had travelled and lived all over the World because of Empire


In a country that celebrated the work of the British Empire


Around people who had been ruled by the British

In a country that had become poorer because of the Empire




In a country that had just become free from the British Empire
Reading books about the damage caused by the British Empire




Everybody Writes: give examples or quotes to support your answer where possible
	What is the big difference between Sashi Tharoor and Niall Ferguson’s backgrounds?

	The biggest difference between Sashi Tharoor and Niall Ferguson’s background is…

	

	

	This means they might view the British Empire differently because…

	

	



6. “Good thing” vs “Era of Darkness”, why has the British Empire been seen so differently?
What made Tharoor and Ferguson write books about Empire?
	1. Read through the questions first so you know what answers to look for.
2. Read through the extract and answer the questions. Do not worry about understanding every word.



	Key terms
	Extract: From Empire: How Britain Made The Modern World, by Niall Ferguson. Published in 2003 in Britain.
	Questions

	








Conventional: the normal or most common way of thinking.

Taken for granted:
Something people think is true without really thinking about it. 
	“Once there was an Empire that governed roughly a quarter of the world’s population, covered about the same proportion of the earth’s land surface and dominated nearly all its oceans. The British Empire was the biggest empire ever, bar none… 

[This book attempts to answer] whether the Empire was a good or bad thing. 

It is nowadays quite conventional to think that, on balance, it was bad.

The difficulty with the achievements of empire is that they are much more likely to be taken for granted than the sins of empire. 

	What was the difference between the British Empire and all other empires?


What does Niall Ferguson see as the important debate about the British Empire?


What view does he say most people in 2003 had of the Empire?


Why does he think most people have this view?





	1. Read through the questions first so you know what answers to look for.
2. Read through the extract and answer the questions. Do not worry about understanding every word.



	
	Extract: From An Era of Darkness: The British Empire In India, by Sashi Tharoor, published in 2016 in India
	Questions

	






Opened their eyes: helped them to understand

Reiterating: telling someone something again








	“Yet the fact that my speech struck a chord with so many listeners suggested that what I considered basic was unfamiliar to many, perhaps most, educated Indians. 

They reacted as if I had opened their eyes, instead of merely reiterating what they had already known…

This book is also not about British colonialism as a whole, but simply about India’s experience of it…

As we have seen, [Niall Ferguson] sees in Empire cause for much that is good in the world… a Good thing…

Ferguson merely continues a long-established colonial tradition of the writing of world history with his own people [British] and their interests as the fixed, first and final point of reference.

	Who was Sashi Tharoor surprised by because they did not already share his point of view? 

Which phrase suggests they seemed to hear that the Empire was ‘an Era of Darkness’ for the first time?

What is the focus of Sashi Tharoor’s book?

Whose work was he reacting to?

He accuses the author of just focussing of viewing the empire from the point of view of the… 



What made Tharoor and Ferguson write books about Empire? Match the statement to the historian by ticking the box. Some might be both. 
	Tharoor  -An Era of Darkness: The British Empire in India
	Statement
	Ferguson – Empire: How Britain Made the Modern World

	
	Written in 2003
	

	
	Written in 2016
	

	
	The historian though that most people at the time saw the Empire as a ‘bad thing’ 
	

	
	The historian thought that people focus too much on the sins of empire
	

	
	The historian was surprised that other educated people in their country didn’t seem to know about the impact of the Empire on their country
	

	
	The Author thought that people didn’t really focus on the achievements of Empire
	

	
	The historian focussed on the impact of Empire on their own country.
	

	
	The historian was concerned about what other historians were saying.
	

	
	The historian wrote their book partly in response to the book written by the other historian
	



	Why did Ferguson and Tharoor write their books?

	Niall Ferguson decided to write a book arguing that the British Empire was a ‘good thing’ because…

	

	

	

	

	Sashi Tharoor decided to write a book calling the British Empire an ‘Era of Darkens’ because…

	

	

	

	Learning Ladder

	I can….
	Prove it!


	Identify words and terms 

	1.Define Interpretation
2.What is an ’Empire’?
3.What is the Kohinoor?
4.What was unique about the British Empire?
5.What is Niall Ferguson’s opinion of the British Empire?
6.What is Sashi Tharoor’s opinion of the British Empire?

	Describe how the British Empire has been interpretedSay a lot about a little, try and include at least three details. 
· For example…More specifically…. 

Sashi Tharoor views the British Empire as ‘an era of darkness’ for India. For example, he suggests that the Empire did more harm than good.  More specifically, Sashi Tharoor says that British rule lead to massacres of Indian people and the country becoming poorer. 
	1.Describe how Sashi Tharoor views the British Empire
2.Describe how Niall Ferguson views the British Empire
3.Describe Sashi Tharoor’s background
4.Describe Niall Ferguson’s background
5.Describe the difference between Sashi Tharoor and Niall Ferguson’s views of the British Empire



	Explain why historians have different views of the British Empire Use key words
· Background, context, interpretations

Therefore Shashi Tharoor might view the British Empire negatively due to his background. This is because he grew up in India surrounded by people who had lived under the British Empire and experienced poverty as a result of British rule. He also read the work of a lot of Indian thinkers who criticised the way Britain had treated India.
	1. Explain why Sashi Tharoor’s background may have influenced his views of the British Empire.
2. Explain why Niall Ferguson background may have influenced his views of the British Empire
3. Explain why Sashi Tharoor’s wrote his book on the British Empire in 2018
4. Explain why Niall Ferguson wrote his book on the British Empire in 2003
5. Explain why Sashi Tharoor and Niall Ferguson’s interpretations of the British Empire are so different.







	Glossary of Academic Vocabulary

	Word
	Definition
	Because
	But
	So

	Interpretation
	
	
	
	

	Kohinoor
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	






	
	
	

	
	






	
	
	

	
	





	
	
	

	Continue in the back of your exercise book




image4.jpeg
oA




image5.png
Year 7 History.

Knowledge Organise

Ky Terms:

Incerprecation
past).

empire

Calories

imperilism

Interpretatons:

Historian/author:

il Ferguson

Publied:

¥ "~ 2003, UK
Interpretaton of

Empire: Tre Brish

Empire was, overal, 2

“Good Thing”

Focus:

Impact of Bish

Empire on the world

Background of historian/auth
il Ferguson mainly grew upinScotiand. He
fivedin Kenya or two yesrs and had family 3l
ver the worid. He went to Oford Univrsiy.

Context ofinterpretation:
Ferguson claims that when he wrote is book,
st paople were focussing on the nsgative
‘aspects of the Empire

A specificview of the psst thers can be many diferent interpretations f the

2 roup of countiesruled by a singl person, goverment, o courtry

Countries ortertory ruled over by an ampire.

T belef that having an empire made your country powerful

Historian/author:
Sashi Tharaor
Published:

2015, Incia
Interpretaion of
Empi: The Brtish
Empire was, overal,
“an eraof darkness”
fortndia

Focus

Impact o Bricsh
Empireon India

Background of hisorian/author
Sashi Tharoor was born in London but grew up
in ndia. His parents ae Indan. He grew un n
Incia shorly afer ¢ had bacoma Independert.
from the ricen Empire.

Context ofinterpretation:
Started 2 3 speech given at Oxford University.
Tharaor was surprised tht peopla didn't

aiready agree with him. Came sfter Frguson

Impact of Empre:

Famine extrame Over 35 milion Indians ae sstimsted to have did from famine whilt iving
lackoffood]:  under Brish Rule

Massacres large
scale murder):

1519 - Amrisar Massacre: Brish troops fired on 3 crows oflocal cvlans
in' garden. Tne Brtish aid that no mre than 379 were killed and that the
people had been roting. A more realistc ssessment would suggest the
death ol (number of people who died] was between 500 2nd 600

Stealingof It estimatad that the Brish drained (to0K) £4,187,522,722 rom Incis in

wealth the 197 cantury (1800-1500) and aven more in the 20" century. The slary
(pa) ofthe Brih offiil i charge of Incia was 90,000 times more than
an average indien.

Democracy  Many countries that were partofthe Bitish Empire bacame democracies.

(peoplehave  These countries included India, Canad, Austraia & New Zesland.

power)

Transport: From115-1500 Britain bult 2,300 miles or rosd and 2,800 miles of railway.
in nci.

Education & Many historans clsim thatthe number of sshools and hospital incressed

Heaith: undar it Rule.

Use ofsources:
mostofthe sources sbaut the Bitsh Empir,
meaning that they dd not constructthir
incerpretations ust because they looked 3t
ifarantzources. However, they might have
decidad thst some sources were mare
imporcant than others based an thei
bickground, the context o when they wrote
ehsir nterpretaion, and what they wanted ta
focus their book on

Joth historians could sccass





image6.png
Year 7 History

Knowledge Organise

Ky Terms:

Interpretatons:

A specificview of the psst thers can be many diferent interpretations f the
past).

2 roup of countiesruled by a singl person, goverment, o courtry
Countries ortertory ruled over by an ampire.

The belef that having an empire made your country powerful

Historian/author: Historian/author:

Impact of Empre:

Over 35 millon Indians s estimsted o have died rom famine whilst ing
undar Bits Rule.

1519 - Amrisar Massacre: Brish troops fired on 3 crows oflocal cvlans
in' garden. Tne Brtish aid that no mre than 379 were killed and that the
people had been roting. A more realistc ssessment would suggest the
death ol (number of people who died] was between 500 2nd 600

Itis estimated that the Brtish drained (to0k) £4,187,522,732 rom Indi in
the 197 cantury (1800-1500) and aven more in the 20" century. The slary
(pa) ofthe Brih offiil i charge of Incia was 90,000 times more than

Published:

Interpretaton of
Empire:

Focus:

Background of hisorian/author:

il Ferguson maily grew up in he
vedin___ for two years and had ramily all
overtha___. Hewantto___ Uniersity.

Context ofinterpretatir
Ferguson claims that when he wrote is book,
st paople wre focussing on the

‘spects of the Empire.

. O Published:
ZNE Iterpretation of
ANFRA € Empire:

DARK NES

Focus:

Background of isorian/author
Sashi Tharoor was born n
upin. Hisparents are
unin india shortly afer  had become.
from t Bricen Empir.

butgrew
Hegreu

Context ofinterpretation
Started 2 3 speech given at Oxford University.
Tharaor was surprised tht peopla didn't

airesdy___with him. Came ___Farguson

anaverage Indian

Many countiesthat were part of the Briish Empira bacame democracies.
These countiesincluded India, Canads, Australia & New Zealand.

From115-1500 Bitain buit 2,300 miles or rosd and 2,800 miles of ralway.

in nci.

Many historians csim that the number of schools and hospitals incressed

undar it Rule.

Use of sources: Both isorisns could sccess
mostofthe sources sbaut the Bitsh Empir,
meaning that they dd not constructthir
incerpretations ust because they looked 3t
ifarantzources. However, they might have
decidad thst some sources were mare
imporcant than others based an thei
bickground, the context o when they wrote
ehsir nterpretaion, and what they wanted ta
focus their book on.
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Some historians have argued that the 

British brought good government and 

economic development to India. 

 

‘From 1815 to 1900 the British had built 

2,300 miles of road and 2,900 miles of 

railway in India. The land used for 

farming increased from 400,000 acres to 

3.2 million acres, the schools from 170 to 

2900, the hospitals from 0 to 65…’ 

 

Written by James Morris in Pax Britannica, 1968. 

Infrastructure 

Victorian railway station in Mumbai, 

India. 
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How democracy conquered the world — 1962

Source: Polity IV
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Mohandas K. Gandhi 

‘India has become impoverished [poor] 

by their [Britain’s] government. They 

take away our money from year to 

year. The most important jobs are 

reserved for themselves. We are kept in 

a state of slavery. They behave 

insolently [insultingly] towards us and 

disregard our feelings…’ 

 

Written by Gandhi in ‘Indian Home Rule’, 

1938. 
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