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[image: ]Poor Living Conditions 

	Objective: to describe features of housing for poor people in Whitechapel 1870-1900

	Housing was of poor quality

	What was a lodging house?

	

	What was the slang name for a lodging house?

	Would you get for 4d?

	What would you get for 2d?

	

	How many people used lodging houses during this period?

	

	Why would a doss house be an unpleasant place to stay?

	

	If they had no ‘doss money’ where did people sleep?

	

	In what sized space did most families live?

	What did the 1875 Dwellings Act make illegal?

	

	How does this prove houses in Whitechapel were poor quality?

	

	

	

	Housing was overcrowded

	How does 35 Hanbury Street prove housing was overcrowded?

	

	What did the housing inspector find in the cellar?

	

	What was the name of the worst slum in Whitechapel?

	In October 1888 a newspaper discovered how many people living in each acre of the Bell Lane area?

	Approximately how big is an acre?

	How many people lived in each acre of the rest of London?

	How does this prove Whitechapel was overcrowded?

	

	Housing was dirty

	Whitechapel had poor sanitation. What does this mean?

	

	What is cholera?

	

	What is typhoid?

	

	How did poor sanitation cause these diseases?

	

	What was the infant mortality rate in Whitechapel?

	

	What caused there to be lots of smoke in the air in Whitechapel?

	

	

	Attempts at solving housing problems

	What did George Peabody create?

	

	

	Why did this not solve the housing problems?

	

	What was the Boundary Estate?

	

	

	Why did this not solve the housing problems?

	




	KNOWLEDGE Tasks:
	Tick when complete


	Topic 1 Living Conditions in Whitechapel  ;Look, cover write check on blank knowledge organiser
	

	Topic 1 Living Conditions in Whitechapel  multiple choice quiz (repeat till 100% correct)
	

	Topic 1 Living Conditions in Whitechapel  -; free recall quiz (repeat till 100%  correct)
	



	4 mark

	Describe two features of living conditions in Whitechapel 1870-1900


	8 mark

	Study sources A and B. How useful are sources A and B for an enquiry into crime in Whitechapel 1870-1900.  Explain your answer, using sources A and B and your knowledge of the Historical context

	Source A: This illustration from the satirical magazine Punch in 1888, accompanies an article about the slums in London, entitled ‘The Nemesis of Neglect’. 
Nemesis: a person or thing that is very difficult to defeat. Here the nemesis is crime caused by neglect

[image: ]Source B: From ‘A Child of the Jago’ a novel by Arthur Morrison in 1896. He was a social reformer. This meant he campaigned to improve the lives of poor people. The book sold in very large numbers. The Jago is a rookery.

Jago Court gave it’s name to one of the blackest slums in London – the Jago. The streets of the Jago were black and close. From the foul earth and the grimy walls rose a vile stink. People did not walk with their heads held high in the Jago. They moved more like slinking rats. 
The houses all had lights even though many front doors had been burned away for warmth a long time ago. In this place light kept away three types of vermin away – the lice, the rats and the cosh carriers. Cosh carrying was almost an industry in the Jago. The cosh was an iron club and cosh carriers waited in dark stair cases for the unsuspecting stranger. 





	4 Mark

	Study Source A: How could you follow up source A to find out more about living conditions in Whitechapel. In your answer, you must give the question you would ask and the type of source you could use. Complete the table below.

	Detail in Source A I would follow up: 


	

	Question I would ask:


	

	

	What type of source I could use:


	

	

	How this might help answer my question:


	




[image: ][image: ]Jobs



	Objective: to describe features of jobs for poor people in Whitechapel 1870-1900

	Jobs were low paid

	Give examples of sweated trades

	Why were they called this?

	

	How much might a matchmaking girl earn in a day?

	Who was Charles Booth?

	

	What did he write?

	

	What did his research find?

	

	What colour were the poorest areas on his maps?

	When did people go to the workhouse?

	

	What jobs did they do there?

	

	Why was the workhouse un popular?

	

	Out of desperation for money many women turned to prostitution. How many by 1888?

	Women sold their bodies very cheaply as they were desperate for money. Select a fact that supports this point.

	

	

	

	

	Housing was overcrowded

	How does 35 Hanbury Street prove housing was overcrowded?

	

	What did the housing inspector find in the cellar?

	

	What was the name of the worst slum in Whitechapel?

	In October 1888 a newspaper discovered how many people living in each acre of the Bell Lane area?

	Approximately how big is an acre?

	How many people lived in each acre of the rest of London?

	How does this prove Whitechapel was overcrowded?

	

	Jobs were hard and dangerous

	What condition was caused by matchmaking?

	Describe this condition?

	Why was working at the docks dangerous?

	

	

	

	Jobs were causal/irregular 

	Why was dock work casual?

	

	

	What did people do when they could not find work?

	

	Why did this cause crime to increase?

	

	

	Why did the casual nature of jobs for women lead to an increase in prostitution?

	KNOWLEDGE Tasks:
	Tick when complete


	Topic 2 Jobs in Whitechapel ;Look, cover write check on blank knowledge organiser
	

	Topic 2 Jobs in Whitechapel  multiple choice quiz (repeat till 100% correct)
	

	Topic 2 Jobs in Whitechapel  -; free recall quiz (repeat till 100%  correct)
	



	4 mark

	Describe two features of casual work in Whitechapel 1870-1900

	Describe two features of a sweated trade in Whitechapel 1879-1900

	Describe two features of the workhouse 1870-1900

	Describe two features of jobs for poorer people in Whitechapel 1870-1900

	8 mark

	Study sources A and B. How useful are sources A and B for an enquiry into jobs for poor people in Whitechapel 1870-1900.  Explain your answer, using sources A and B and your knowledge of the Historical context.

	[image: ]
Source A: A photograph of people queuing to get into a workhouse in Whitechapel in 1900. It was published in ‘Poverty: the Nations Black Stain’ by social reformer George Sims.







Source B: A quote from The People of the Abyss by Jack London. An author from the USA who was a journalist and social activist. This meant he campaigned to make society better. To write this book he spent time living in doss houses in the East End.

Worst of all is the lead dust in the white-lead trades.  Here is a description of a few specific cases of white-lead poisoning:-
Charlotte Rafferty, a fine, well-grown young woman with a splendid constitution—who had never had a day’s illness in her life—became a white-lead worker.  Convulsions seized her at the foot of the ladder in the works.  Dr. Oliver examined her, found the blue line along her gums, which shows that the system is under the influence of the lead.  He knew that the convulsions would shortly return.  They did so, and she died.

Mary Ann Toler—a girl of seventeen, who had never had a fit in her life—three times became ill, and had to leave off work in the factory.  Before she was nineteen she showed symptoms of lead poisoning—had fits, frothed at the mouth, and died.













	4 Mark

	Study Source A: How could you follow up source A to find out more about jobs for poor people in Whitechapel. In your answer, you must give the question you would ask and the type of source you could use. Complete the table below.

	Detail in Source A I would follow up: 


	

	Question I would ask:


	

	

	What type of source I could use:


	

	

	How this might help answer my question:


	




[image: ][image: ][image: Image result for fenian bomb westminster][image: ]Immigration 

	Objective: to describe effects immigration on Whitechapel 1870-1900

	Immigrants were blamed for taking jobs and lowering wages

	What job did many Jewish immigrants do? 

	Why did this cause tension?

	

	What effect did immigration have on rent prices?

	Why did this cause tension?

	

	Immigrants were accused of taking jobs from locals. Why did this cause tension?

	

	

	Why were immigrants blamed for poor working conditions?

	

	

	Immigrants were blamed for overcrowding

	What happened to large houses in Whitechapel?

	

	Why did this make overcrowding worse?

	

	What happened to the Jewish population of the East End in the 1880s?

	

	What % of the population of Wentworth Street was Jewish?

	What was the total population of Whitechapel in 1811?

	What was it in 1901? 

	

	Immigrants were blamed for terrorism and bring dangerous political ideas

	Immigrants were blamed for spreading anarchism. What is anarchism?

	

	

	

	Why would rich people have been worried about anarchism?

	

	

	

	Immigrants were blamed for spreading socialism. What is socialism?

	

	

	

	Why would rich people have been worried about socialism?

	

	

	What was the Great Dock Strike in 1889?

	

	

	Why were immigrants blamed for this?

	

	

	Where was bombed in May 1884? 

	

	

	

	Why were immigrants blamed for this?

	

	KNOWLEDGE Tasks:
	Tick when complete


	Topic 3 Immigration in Whitechapel ;Look, cover write check on blank knowledge organiser
	

	Topic 3 Immigration in Whitechapel;  multiple choice quiz (repeat till 100% correct)
	

	Topic 3 Immigration in Whitechapel  -; free recall quiz (repeat till 100%  correct)
	



	4 mark

	Describe two features of immigration to  Whitechapel 1870-1900

	8 mark

	Study sources A and B. How useful are sources A and B for an enquiry into attitudes to immigration to  Whitechapel 1870-1900.  Explain your answer, using sources A and B and your knowledge of the Historical context.

	[image: ]Source A: The damage to Scotland Yard police headquarters after a Fenian bomb attack, 30 May 1884

	Source B: An article from the conservative newspaper, the St James Gazette called ‘Jewish East London’

The social, economic moral and political questions created by the existence of a vast colony of Jews in Whitechapel was discussed in my last article’ The Invasion of Foreign Pauperism.’

They never forget that they are Jews. They are a people apart. Long as they live among us, they will never become merged into the mass of the English population. There are streets in Whitechapel without a single English inhabitant.




	4 Mark

	Study Source A: How could you follow up source A to find out more about immigration in Whitechapel. In your answer, you must give the question you would ask and the type of source you could use. Complete the table below.

	Detail in Source A I would follow up: 


	

	Question I would ask:


	

	

	What type of source I could use:


	

	

	How this might help answer my question:


	




Police Problems – Organisation

[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]

	Objective: identify and describe reasons why police organisation made it difficult to catch criminals.

	What was H Division?:  

	Who created the Metropolitan Police and in what year? 

	What was the name of the other Police force in London?

	What was the Metropolitan Police’s nickname?

	Howe many divisions was the Met divided into?

	Which division policed Whitechapel?

	How many police were there in H Division? 

	What was the job of the CID?

	

	What was the job of uniformed police?

	

	How many police were there in Whitechapel?

	How many were there in London?

	What % of the population of London were police?

	What did Police Commissioner Monro say about police numbers in?

	

	

	Why did this cause more crime, or failed to prevent crime?

	

	

	

	Were the police professional? 

	Why was PC Crow sacked?

	

	

	Why was PC Everson sacked?

	

	

	How many of the first 1000 recruits were sacked for drunkenness?

	How long was the first ever police recruit in the job before he was sacked for drunkenness?

	Why did this cause more crime, or failed to prevent crime?

	

	

	Were H division policemen well equipped to do the job?

	Describe the police uniform

	

	What was the ‘beat’?

	

	

	Why might this have failed to prevent crime?

	

	

	Describe policeman’s equipment

	

	

	Why might this have failed to prevent crime?

	

	

	Describe policeman’s equipment

	

	

	Why might this have failed to prevent crime?


Police Problems – Attitudes to the Police
[image: ][image: ][image: ]

	Objective: identify and describe attitudes to the police that made it difficult to catch criminals

	Rookeries

	What was a rookery?

	

	

	Who lived in rookeries?

	Why would they not be interested in helping the police?

	

	

	

	Why did the layout of rookeries make it hard to catch criminals?

	

	

	

	Alcohol

	Why did many people drink alcohol in Whitechapel?

	

	

	

	Why did this cause crime?

	

	

	

	Gangs

	The Demanders ran a protection racket. What does this mean? 

	

	

	

	

	What crime did The Rollers commit?

	

	

	

	How did The Lurkers make money?

	

	

	

	Local people distrusted the Police.

	Who was Sir Charles Warren?

	What happened at Bloody Sunday 1887?

	

	

	

	Why was Warren blamed?

	

	

	

	Why did this cause people to distrust the police?

	

	

	

	Why did this make it more difficult to catch criminals?

	


[image: ]Police Problems – Ripper Murders
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[image: ]Police  - Whitechapel Vigilance Committee



	Whitechapel 1870-1900: Police Problems - Organisation

	2. City of London Police and the Whitechapel Vigilance Committee

	What area of London were the City of London police in charge of?


	What was the ‘double event’?


	

	How did Charles Warren negatively affect the working relationship with the City of London Police?


	

	

	

	

	

	Whitechapel Vigilance Committee

	What was the Whitechapel Vigilance Committee?


	

	

	What were the Whitechapel Vigilance Committee worried about?

	

	

	

	What two things did the Committee do to try and stop crime?

	

	

	

	

	Why did the reward not help to catch Jack?

	

	

	

	

	

	George Lusk

	What did George Lusk lead?

	

	

	What famous letter was addressed to him?

	

	

	

	Describe the contents of the letter

	

	

	

	

	Why did this make it harder to catch Jack?

	

	

	

	

	


Warren and the Media[image: ]

	Why was Warren distrusted by ordinary people because of Bloody Sunday?


	

	

	

	Why was Warren distrusted because of his holidays?


	

	

	

	Why did Warren’s racist ideas negatively affect the investigation?


	

	

	

	Why did Warren’s previous job negatively affect the investigation?


	

	

	

	Why were the murders on 30th September 1888, referred to as the ‘double event’?


	

	

	

	What was discovered in Goulston Street? 


	

	

	

	Why did Warren’s action regarding message negatively affect the investigation?


	

	

	

	What were Barnaby and Burgo?


	What did Warren order to be done with them?


	

	

	Why did this negatively affect the investigation?


	

	

	

	

	Why did the press sensationalise the murders?


	What was the result of this sensationalism?


	

	

	

	

	Why did this negatively affect the investigation?


	

	

	

	What was a Penny Dreadful?


	

	

	Give an example of a Penny Dreadful


	The police were heavily criticised in the press. Why did this negatively affect the investigation?


	

	

	

	Give three examples of tactics the police tried to catch Jack


	

	

	

	What were the key features of the Dear Boss letter?


	

	

	

	What were the key features of the ‘Saucy Jacky’ Postcard?


	

	

	

	What were the key features of the ‘From Hell’ Letter?


	

	

	




[image: ]Crime Scene and Witnesses



	What did witnesses disagree about?


	

	

	

	Why did this make it difficult to catch Jack?


	

	

	

	Describe how the police did not treat early crime scenes carefully


	

	

	

	What instructions did the police code give about how crime scenes should be treated?


	

	

	Describe how police treatment of Catherine Eddowes crime scene was an improvement.


	

	

	

	Describe how police treatment of Mary Kelly’s crime scene was an improvement.


	

	

	

	What are forensic clues?


	

	

	

	What forensic clues could the Metropolitan Police use in 1888?


	

	

	What forensic clues could the Metropolitan Police  NOT use in 1888


	

	

	

	What is an autopsy?

	

	

	

	What information did the police receive from the autopsy report?


	

	

	

	

	KNOWLEDGE Tasks:
	Tick when complete


	Topic 4 Police and Crime; Look, cover write check on blank knowledge organiser
	

	Topic 4 Police and Crime;  multiple choice quiz (repeat till 100% correct)
	

	Topic 4 Police and Crime-; free recall quiz (repeat till 100%  correct)
	



	4 mark

	Describe two reasons why attitudes to the police were poor in Whitechapel 1870-1900

	Describe two features of policing in Whitechapel 1870-1900

	Describe two features of the Whitechapel Vigilance Committee

	Describe two features of the media’s response to the Whitechapel murders

	Describe two features of techniques the police used to try and catch Jack the Ripper

	8 mark

	Study sources A and B. How useful are sources A and B for an enquiry into attitudes to the police 1870-1900.  Explain your answer, using sources A and B and your knowledge of the Historical context

	 Source A
Bloody Sunday, 1887. This engraving from The Illustrated London News Demonstrations by the unemployed had been taking place in the square daily since the summer. Many unemployed men and women also slept in the square, washing in the fountains. 
[image: ]

	Source B
An article from the newspaper ‘The Pall Mall Gazette’, 8th October 1888. The Pall Mall Gazette was a newspaper which was very popular and read by many people in London.
The collapse of the Metropolitan Police Force as a thief-catching organisation is due to Sir Charles Warren, and it is the direct consequence of the defects of his qualities. He is capable and energetic. He always thinks things will be best done if he does them himself. Hence the centralization of a camp has been forced upon the police, and the result has been to destroy the force as thief-catchers. 

The evil effect of the new system, by which the constable has been reduced to a more or less discontented machine, is naturally felt most in the Detective Department, which ought to be the brain of the force. There is no confidence anywhere, but discontent everywhere, and this discontent is felt most keenly at the headquarters of the force--in Scotland-yard.












	Study sources A and B. How useful are sources A and B for an enquiry into the effectiveness of the police in Whitechapel 1870-1900.  Explain your answer, using sources A and B and your knowledge of the Historical context.

	Source A:
The title of the cartoon is ‘Real presence of mind’ and the caption says: Policeman X drunk and almost incapable, is just able to blow his whistle for help. From the satirical magazine Punch.
[image: https://s3.amazonaws.com/lowres.cartoonstock.com/food-drink-police-policemen-professions-drink-drinking-csl3885_low.jpg]








	Source B: Punch magazine: Whitechapel, 1888.  First member of "Criminal Class."  "Fine body of men, the police!" 
Second member of "Criminal Class."  "Uncommon fine!- It's lucky for us as there's such a bloomin' few of 'em!!!"
[image: Image result for fine men the police punch cartoon]


	Study sources A and B. How useful are sources A and B for an enquiry into the police investigation into the Whitechapel murders.  Explain your answer, using sources A and B and your knowledge of the Historical context

	Source A 
‘From Hell’ letter, received by George Lusk of the Whitechapel Vigilance Committee. The letter was accompanied by a human kidney preserved in alcohol.
From hell
Mr Lusk,
Sor
I send you half the Kidne I took from one women prasarved it for you tother piece I fried and ate it was very nise. I may send you the bloody knif that took it out if you only wate a whil longer
signed
Catch me when you can Mishter Lusk









	Source B
[image: ]One of 80,000 leaflets that were handed out in the days after the ‘double event’, 30th September 1888.


	Study sources A and B. How useful are sources A and B for an enquiry into the attitude of the media to the police during the Whitechapel, murders.  Explain your answer, using sources A and B and your knowledge of the Historical context

	
Source A:
Part of an article from The Daily Telegraph SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1888. The Daily Telegraph and The Times were very popular national newspapers. 

The police are still busily engaged in their investigations respecting the Whitehall tragedy, and some progress has been made in following up the various clues to establish the identity of the remains. It is now thought that the miscreant who deposited the mutilated corpse in the basement archways of the new police buildings gained access thereto through an opening in the hoarding where a board had been removed.  Detectives and police are still employed to watch the buildings, and inquiries are being diligently made in the vicinity.








	
Source B
‘Blind man’s Buff. A cartoon from Punch magazine 22nd September 1888.
Shows a policeman wearing a blindfold that also covers his ears and nose, flailing into space as various criminals surround him.


[image: ]





	Study sources A and B. How useful are sources A and B for an enquiry into the effectiveness of the police investigation into the Whitechapel murders?  Explain your answer, using sources A and B and your knowledge of the Historical context

	
Source A: a sketch made of Catherine Eddowes body by the police surgeon, Fred Forster, of the City of London Police. 
[image: ]









	
Source B: 
[image: ]Sketches of Jack the Ripper based on different descriptions given to the police by eyewitnesses. The Police Illustrated News 20th October 1888












	4 Mark

	Study Source A: How could you follow up source A to find out more about the effectiveness of the police investigation into the Whitechapel murders? In your answer, you must give the question you would ask and the type of source you could use. Complete the table below

	Detail in Source A I would follow up: 


	

	Question I would ask:


	

	

	What type of source I could use:


	

	

	How this might help answer my question:


	




	Whitechapel 1870-1900

	Housing

	1. What was the word used to describe the worst slums with poor housing and lots of alleyways?
	Coweries
	Rookeries
	Kipperies

	2. What was the slang term for a lodging house?
	Doss house
	Toss house
	Workhouse

	3. What water diseases were common because of poor sanitation
	Gout and plague
	Tuberculosis and smallpox
	Cholera and Typhoid

	4. Housing was overcrowded. How many rooms did most families live in?
	One
	Two 
	Three

	5. Which American knocked down slums and built better housing for the poor?
	Charles Booth
	George Peabody
	George Lusk

	6. What was the name of the first council estate, built on the site of the Old Nichol slum?
	Peabody Estate
	Grosvenor estate
	Boundary Estate

	7. Jobs and Immigration

	8. Which social reformer crafted a colour coded map showing the extent of Povertly in Whitechapel?
	Charles Booth
	George Peabody
	George Lusk

	9. Which of these jobs was a low paid, ‘sweated trade’?
	Docker
	Train driver
	Matchmaking

	10. Where could poor people go for food and shelter in return for a days hard work. 
	Doss house
	Toss house
	Workhouse

	11. What race were many immigrants who became tailors in Whitechapel?
	Irish
	Jews
	Scottish

	12. What race were blamed for bombing the Houses of Parliament?
	Irish
	Jews
	Scottish

	13. Why did immigration case tensions
	People were racist
	Lowered wages and increased overcrowding
	Many immigrants were criminals

	14. Police and Crime

	15. Why was prostitution very common?
	Women were poorly educated
	Women were desperate for money to survive
	Women were too lazy to find jobs

	16. What gang hid in dark places and attacked and robbed people?
	The Demanders
	The Lurkers
	The Rollers

	17. What substance increased crime and also made the police less effective?
	Alcohol
	Phosphorous
	Blood

	18. Why was it hard for the police to catch criminals in rookeries?
	No street signs
	Many alleyways and hiding places
	Clean streets

	19. Why was it hard for police to deal with the large amount of crime?
	There were too many policemen, they got in each other’s way
	They wore blue uniforms
	There was only one policeman for every 300 people

	20. Even before the Whitechapel murders people disliked Charles warren. Why?
	High crime rate
	Bloody Sunday
	High taxes

	21. What did George Lusk set up?
	Whitechapel vigilance Committee
	Whitechapel Jobs Committee
	Whitechapel Housing Committee

	22. What big mistake did Sir Charles Warren make during the Whitechapel murders?
	Didn’t use fingerprint technology.
	Sacked too many police
	Ordered the message to rubbed off the wall on Goulston Street

	23. Give an example of a sensationalist paper for the poor?
	Punch
	Weekly Illustrated News
	The Times

	24. Give an example of a paper that criticised the police?
	Punch
	Weekly Illustrated News
	The Times

	25. Give an example of a paper that supported the police and blamed the poor from crime?
	Punch
	Weekly Illustrated News
	The Times



4
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Timeline

History Paper 1 — Whitechapel 1870-1900

Whitechapel 1870-1900: Key Questions

Describe . Poor quality: worst slums called rookeries The Old Nichol, was a rookery in Whitechapel.
1 1829 | Metropolitan Police created by Robert Peel housing for 2. LodgingHouses: Ata ‘doss house’ 4d a night for a bed of straw in a room with 60-80 other people. 2d a night to
poor people lean against a rope which was tied from one end of the room to the other.
2 1873 | Sarah Fisherfound guilty of killing her baby 3. Overcrowded: Often families of 10 shared one room.
through exposure to cold weather whilst 4. Dirtand disease: Poor sanitation. Chamber potswere emptied in the street, Typhoid fever and cholera spread
begging outside in November. easily. Most children were physically and mentally underdeveloped. Half of all children dies before 5 years old.
3 1875 Henry Wainwright executed murdering 19 | Describe 1. Peabody Estates—flats for poor people built by American philanthropist George Peabody. Whitechapel Peabody
Harriet Lane. Henry chopped up her body attempts to Estate opened in 1881.
and buried it under a warehouse. improve 2. Boundary Estate: The Old Nichol was knocked down in 1899. In it's place was built the first council estate, the
housing Boundary Estate.
4 1877 The Trial of the Detectives. Several senior
detectives were found guilty of taking bribes | 20 | Describelobs | 1. Charles Booth: social reformer who Investigated poverty in Whitechapel. Found that 35% of people lived in
from criminals. in Whitechapel serious poverty. Produced colour coded maps in his book called Labour and Life of the People. . Poorest areas
were shaded black.
5 1878 CID set up. Central Investigation Division 2. Lowpay: ‘sweated trades’. Like matchmaking and tailoring paid 10d a day. Dock work was causal
replaced the detectives who had been taking 3. Poor conditions: match girls got ‘phossy jaw’, many Dockers were injured and could no longer work.
bribes. Based at Scotland Yard 4. Workhouse: food and a bed were given in return for days hard work.
p 575 | Bronte beveraen Gt o oo 5. Prostitution: women sold themselves for 3d. A pint of milk cost 2d.
Whitechapel. 21 | Describe the 1. Immigrants: Thousands of Irish and Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe arrived from 1870.
. 1881 | FiretPeabody Estate opens in Whitechapel effects of 2. Overcrowding and low wages: Many Jews and found work as tailors in Whitechapel. This pushed down wages
immigration and increased overcrowding, Led tofighting with locals.
s 1883 | Governmentstudy of Whitechapel finds out 3. Political Ideas: Irish and Jews were blamed for bringing socialism and anarchism and Fenian attacks
:';:‘":’“‘ of 1100families, 870 lived in one 22 | Describecrime | 1.  Alcohol: Drink was cheap and drunkenness common, cries of “Murder!” were “not unusual There was much
in Whitechapel more crime happening because people were drinking.
9 1885 | Charles Booth publishes, Life and Labour of 2. Prostitution: October 1888, estimated that there were about 1200 prostitutes in Whitechapel
the People’ 3. Rookeries: had many narrow alleys and courtyards with hiding places. Police feared entering rookeries.
4. Gangs: the Demanders ran a protection racket. They demanded money from shopsand smashed the shop if
10 | 1885 | Fenianbombings at Housesof Parliament payment was refused. The Rollers robbed drunks and prostitutes The Lurkers hid in dark places then attacked
and robbed people.
11 1887 “Bloody Sunday’ at Trafalgar Square
= 23 Describe H 1. H-Division: The Met’s headquarters were called Scotland Yard. H Division was the area covering Whitechapel.
12 | August, | TheWhitechapel Murders: Onthe 30° September Division 2. Few police: at peak numbers H Division has 575 officers — 1 policeman for every 300 people.
1883 | 1888 the ‘double eventoccurs. Jackmurders 3. Alcohol: PC Crow was sacked after being found lying down drunk and asleep, for the 4th time. Of the Met's first
Elizabeth Stride and Catherine Eddowes " - 4 "
1,000 recruits, 200 were sacked for drunkenness.
13 Nov. Sir Charles Warren resigns 4. Lowpay:in 1890 a policeman earned 24 shillings a week. This works out as £6,000 per year today. Criminals
1888 could bribe the police.
14 | 1900 | BoundaryEstate opens 24 | Describepolice | 1. Bloody Sunday: Sir Charles Warren, leader of the Metropolitan Police ordered a peaceful protest in Trafalgar
problems Square to be broken up with violence. This led to lack of trust in the police.
; " . 3. Whitechapel Vigilance Committee: set up by George Lusk to patrol the streets because they had no confidence in
15 | ‘DearBoss' | Precicted Eddowes would have her ear the police, Offorad a seward for nformation.
chopped off. First letter to be signed 4. Warren's Orders: On the night of the ‘double event’ Warren ordered the message ‘the Jewes are the men who
Jack the Ripper will not be blamed for nothing’ to be rubbed off the wall in Goulston Street.
16 | "Saucy The postcard mentioned the double- - —— — -
Jacky” event before it was in newspaper 25 | Describe the 1. Sensationalism: ‘Penny dreadfuls'like the Weekly llustrated News exaggerated the murders to sell papers. This
role of the led to panic and lots of letters to the police from members of the public with ‘information’ about the murders.
17 | FromHell | :Received by George Lusk two weeks media These were often useless and wasted the police’s time
after Catherine Eddowes’ murder. Inside 2. Punchand Pall Mall Gazette: criticised the government and police for not catching Jack. Sympathetic to the poor.
was half a human kidney 3. TheTimes: read by the rich. Criticised the ‘undeserving poor” for causing crime through laziness.
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Objective: to describe features of housing for poor people in Whitechapel 1870-1900

gwas of poor quali
People who could not afford to rent a room in a house
could rent a bed in a lodging house (‘doss houses’ in
slang).

g was overcrowded
In the house at 35 Hanbury Street, there were 7 people
sleeping in each room. In each room there was only one
bed. Children slept on the floor. There were 5 rooms in

Housing was
Whitechapel had poor drains and poor sani
(toilets and bathrooms). Often people used a chamber
pot and then threw their sewage out of the window onto

*  For four pence (4d) a night you would get a bed of
straw in a room with 60-80 other people.

* For tuppence (2d) a night you could lean against a
rope which was tied from one end of the room to the
other.

the house but only one toilet for the whole building.

the street. This created an environment in which diseases
like typhoid feverand cholera spread easily. Typhoid is a
very bad fever caused by bacteria getting into your
stomach. Cholera is very bad diarrhoea caused by
bacteria in your stomach. These diseases exist when
water is dirty. Usually when it is contaminated with
sewage.

Most rooms in houses were let out to families at eight
pence a night. In 1883 the chairman of the London

School, board found out that out of 1129 families, 871
only had one room to liv

Living in the cellar of one house an housing inspector
found a father, mother, three children and four pigs.

Most children were physically and mentally
underdeveloped. 55% of children died before they were
5years old.

The 1875 Dwellings Act made it illegal for homes to be
below a good standard. Because of the Act four thousand
homes in Whitechapel were condemned as
uninhabitable (the houses wereillegal because they
were so poor)

East End.

The Old Nichol, between Shoreditch High Street, and
Bethnal Green, was regarded as the worst slum of the

In Whitechapel streets, alleys and courtyards stank from
piles of rags and rubbish. Liquid sewage flooded the
cellars of houses. Each house did not have running
water. Instead each street had one cold water tap.

Every night 8,500 men, women and children would seek
shelter in the 233 lodging houses (doss houses) in
Whitechapel. The doss houses were swarming with rats,
the beds were swarming with insects.

same size as a football pitch

In a newspaper published in October 1888, the Bell Lane
area of Spitalfields was called the worst area of all
London. The newspaper worked out there were 800
people per acre living in the Bell Lane area. For the rest
of London 50 people lived per acre. An acre is about the

Whitechapel was a maze of alleyways lit by single gas
lamps, giving out about 2 metres of light. Smoke from
factories, trains and fires caused smog that at times was
so thick, that you would struggle to see your own hand
in front of your face.

Lodging houses were run by greedy landlords that had
one motto: ‘No pay no stay.” No money meant sleeping
in doorways, public toilets or huddled up in the park.

George Peabody

Attempts at solving housing problems

Boundary Estate

The American banker and philanthropist, George Peabody, created a foundation, which
built the first improved homes for the “labouring poor of London” in Commercial
Street in 1864. He set up the Peabody Trust which built hundreds of better quality
homes for poor people. The Trust which still exists today but it is now just called
‘Peabody’. Although it helped some people, it did not solve the problem. Rents were
too high for the poorest in Whitechapel and there were not enough Peabody estates
built.

The Old Nichol, was regarded as the worst slum of the East End. It was 20 narrow
streets containing 730 run-down houses which were lived in by 6,000 people. The
London County Council (LCC) decided demolish the Old Nichol slums in the 1890s, and
build the first council housing estate in Britain, called the Boundary Estate in 1899
Although it improved housing for some people not enough council estates were built
and many people still lived in terrible housing.





image8.png
FUNCI, Ok THE LOXDOX CHAKIYAKL—Serrunsen 79, 488





image9.png
Phossy jaw —
from the
phosphorus used
to make matches

the "lowest class...occasional labourers, street sellers,
loafers, criminals and semi-criminals




image10.png
Objective: to describe features of jobs for poor people in Whitechapel 1870-1900

Jobs were low paid
The worst pay was found in the ‘sweated trades’. They were called this
because of the long hours, poor working conditions and low pay. Making
matchboxes or pins and tailoring were examples of sweated trades.
Most people earned about 10d per day in these jobs

Jobs were hard and dangerous
Matchmaking was very dangerous. The matches were made
with a chemical called white phosphorus. Fumes from this
chemical caused phossy jaw. This caused the jawbone to rot
away. This caused foul smelling pus to burst out of the jaw,
the patient's jaw would start to glow in the dark, due to a
chemical reaction between the phosphorus and the air.

obs were causal/irregular
Dock workers were all employed on a
casual basis. They had to wait on the
docks all day to see if they could get
any work. It was common for dock
workers, builders and market porters
to get only three days work a week.

In 1885 Charles Booth decided to investigate how many people were
actually poor in the East End of London. He was a wealthy man and a
social Reformer. This meant he campaigned to improve the living
conditions of the poorest in society. He wrote a book called Labour and
Life of the People. It was published in 1889. Booth’s research said that
35% of people were living in serious poverty.

Coal carriers, who unloaded sacks of coal at the docks could
earn 15 or 20 shillings quickly but the was so hard that most
could not continue past the age of 40

With infrequent work many would
seek comfort in alcohol as the only
refuge from reality. Drink was cheap
and drunkenness common, cries of
“Murder!” were “nothing unusual in
the street.” There were hundreds of
pubs in Whitechapel

Without money there was often no choice but the Workhouse. The
workhouse was were people went when they could not find work and
had run out of money. Everyone was made to do hard work, breaking
stones or pickingapart old rope. In return they were given shelter and
food. Women, children and men had different living and working areas
in the workhouse, so families were split up. Silence was enforced at all
times! A uniform had to be worn. The food was tasteless and was the
same day after day.

Dockers could be injured by falling cargo and machinery

Women earned money selling flowers,
washing clothes, scrubbing floors.. If
they could not find work out of sheer
desperation many turned to
prostitution as a way of avoiding the
workhouse.

Work for women was so low paid and the workhouse had such poor
conditions, that many poor women turned to prostitution. In October
1888, the metropolitan Police estimated that there were about 1200
prostitutes in Whitechapel

The poorest and most desperate prostitutes would sell themselves ‘for
threepence’. To illustrate the value put on women's bodies, six eggs
could be bought for 5d, a pint of milk or beer for 2 d. 500g cheese for
7d.
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Objective: to describe effects immigration on Whitechapel 1870-1900

Immigrants were blamed for taking jobs and lowering

Immigr: were blamed f

wages
Many Jews and found work as tailors in East
London. These new workers were desperate for
money and would work for less than English
people. This made wages decrease. Many English
people were angry because of this

The large houses built by the Huguenots
were subdivided (when one house is turned into
lots of flats) and became home to immigrants

Locals blamed Irish and Jewish immigrants on the
spread of political ideas like anarchism. Anarchism is
a political idea that believes society should have no
central government at all. Each community should be
free to make it’s own laws.

Because thousands of Irish and Jewish immigrants
arrived demand for housing increased. This made
rent more expensive and the locals angry at the
immigrants.

In only a single decade the 1880s, the Jewish
population had risen to over 50,000.

Rich Londoners blamed Irish and Jewish immigrants on
the spread of political ideas like socialism. Socialism is a
political idea that believes the rich should pay high

taxes to pay for improvements to the lives of the poor.

Jews and Irish people were accused of taking jobs
from locals. This meant local people earnt less
money

Large numbers of Jewish immigrants moved to
Whitechapel. By 1900 Jews formed around 95%
of the population in the Wentworth Street
district of Spitalfields. Locals did not like that
Jews had created their own areas.

In the summer of 1889, the Great Dock Strike brought
London's East End to a standstill. The East London News
complained that "coal men; match girls; parcels
postmen; car men... employees in jam, biscuit, rope,
iron, screw, clothing and railway works," had found
"some grievance, real and imaginary", to down tools as
well. It declared the area "infected with strike fever”.
Immigrants were blamed for bringing socialist ideas that
led to the strike

Jews and Irish people were desperate for money
and did not mind about horrible working
conditions. This meant locals blamed them for the
poor conditions in which they worked

Population in the East End 1811-190

1811|1841 | 1871 1901
gzz:al 33619 | 74,088 |120,104 | 129,680
Poplar 13548 | 31,122 | 116376 | 168,882
Stepney | 131,606 | 203,802 | 275467 | 298,600
Total 178,773 | 309,012 | 511,947 | 597,102

30th May 1884: Three bombs exploded in London: at
the headquarters of the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) and the Metropolitan Police
Service's Special Irish Branch; in the basement of

the Carlton Club, a gentlemen's club for members of
the Conservative Party; and outside the home of
Conservative MP Sir Watkin Williams-Wynn. Ten people
were injured. A fourth bomb was planted at the foot
of Nelson's Column but failed to explode. All were
planed by Fenian’s. They were Irish Republicans who
wanted Ireland to be independent from Britain.
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They all faced persecution
(attacks) in their countries of origin
and so left to start a new life in

Britain. They are all immigrants to
the East End and Whitechapel.





image14.jpeg
TH!
E ?LLUSXR iy
R A
u 'ED

oy





image15.png




image16.png




image17.png
Whitechapel 1870-1900: Police Organisation

1. H Division

What was H Division?:

* Sir Robert Peel created the Metropolitan Police force in 1829. It was a police force for London and was the first police force ever in Britain.
The Metropolitan Police force — The Met for short — covered all of London apart from the square mile of the city which had it’s own police
force called the City of London police force.

* The Met’s headquarters were called Scotland Yard. By 1870 The Metropolitan police was force was broken down into 22 divisions each
covering an area of London. Each was given a letter of the alphabet. If you became a Police Constable in 1888, the worst place to be posted
to was H Division. This was the division covering Whitechapel and it had of the highest levels of crime.

How many police were there in H Division?

* Every division in the Met, was split into two groups; uniformed police and The Criminal Investigation Department, or CID for short. The
uniformed men concentrated on the day to day policing of the area and the CID did detective work.

* In 1888, H Division had the following policemen. Superintendent: Thomas Arnold. CID: 30. Ordinary police: 513. Total 544. In Whitechapel
the population was over 20,000. This was not just a problem in H-Division. In 1888, there were 14,000 police officers in the whole of Met
and they served a population of about 5.5 million. That meant only 0.25% of the population were police! .

* Police Commissioner James Monro wrote in a report to Parliament: “The factis that the force is overworked, understaffed and under such
circumstances crime cannot solved’.

* In 1887, there were just eight murder convictions, from 13 arrests, in the whole of London. In 1888, there were six. In London during this
period there were over 100 murders every year. In Victorian times, you could most certainly ‘get away with murder’.

Were the police professional?

 Drinking alcohol was a big problem in Whitechapel. This included the police! Here are some reasons where policeman were sacked: PC
Crow: found lying down drunk and asleep, for the 4th time. PC Everson; drunk and tying saucepans to the legs of dogs when on duty. Of
the Met’s first 1,000 recruits, 200 were sacked for drunkenness. The very first policeman was sacked- for being drunk on duty — four hours
after being chosen for the job.

Were H division policemen well equipped to do the job?

* Dressed neatly in his dark blue uniform, the Bobby (nickname for ordinary policemen) walked the main gas lit streets, the back streets, dark
alleyways and filthy courts. Each policeman had a set route, know as his ‘beat’. This was supposed to deter criminals. However, if criminals
knew the route of each beat they work out when they could commit crime without being seen by the police.

* Police were armed with a truncheon for defence and an oil-fuelled Bulls Eye lamp for light. The truncheon was little use against criminals
armed with knives or guns. The light helped the policemen to see but also shone a warning light to criminals.

* The policeman’s collar had a leather lining which helped him survive the most common of attacks upon the Police, garrotting.

* Wages were not good: a new constable signing up in 1890 earned 24 shillings a week. This works out as £6,000 per year today. After 1900
police wages had to be increased because many policemen were found to malnourished (ill because of lack of food). It also meant police
were susceptible to bribes.
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Whitechapel 1870-1900: Police Problems — Local attitudes to the police

2. Local attitudes to police

What was a rookery?

Rookery is a Victorian word for the worst houses in poor areas. They were overcrowded, low quality, dirty and full of disease
because of dirty water supplies and no sanitation (drains and toilets).

Many alcohol drinkers, criminals and prostitutes lived in the rookeries and were often in trouble with the police. Because of this
people who lived in rookeries did not trust the police and were unlikely to help them investigate crimes. Rookeries had many
narrow alleys and courtyards with hiding places.

Was alcohol a problem in Whitechapel?

Dock workers were all employed on a casual basis. With casual work many would spend time drinking when not working. Drink
was cheap and drunkenness common, cries of “Murder!” were nothing unusual in the street because drunk people would fight.
Drinking alcohol was a big problem in Whitechapel because there were hundred of pubs and alcohol was cheap. This meant
there was much more crime happening because people were drinking. More crime than the police could deal with.

Even the police drank too much. Of the Met’s first 1,000 recruits, 200 were sacked for drunkenness. Drunk policemen were
unable to do their jobs properly.

What types of crimes did gangs commit in Whitechapel?

There were many different criminal gangs in Whitechapel including, the Demanders, the Rollers and the Lurkers. The
Demanders ran a protection racket. This meant they demanded money from shops and if they didn’t pay smashed the shop to
pieces.

The Rollers robbed (rolled in slang) drunks and prostitutes.

The Lurkers hid in dark places then attacked and robbed people. There were so many gangs operating in Whitechapel that the
police could not stop them. Local people did not give information to the police because they didn't trust them or were
themselves members of gang.

Why did the people of Whitechapel distrust the police?

Some police were unprofessional. This means they did not work hard. Some took bribes and were drunk on duty. This meant
people in Whitechapel did not tell police about crime because they did not trust the police to catch the criminal.

The leader of the Met police in 1887 was Sir Charles Warren. That year a socialist group called the Social Democratic
Federation, protested in Trafalgar Square. 20,000 unemployed men turned up to protest because they had no help from the
government. Warren ordered the police to use violence to make the protestors leave. Hundreds of protestors were injured,
some very badly and one man died. This meant people in Whitechapel did not trust the police to listen to their problems and
didn’t help police to catch criminals.
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It is believed that there were five victims of Jack the Ripper. They were:-
sMary Nichols, murdered on 31st August 1888.

*Annie Chapman, murdered on 8th September 1888.

oElizabeth Stride, murdered on 30th September 1888.

sCatherine Eddowes, also murdered on 30th September 1888.

*Mary Kelly, murdered on 9th November 1888.

1. Mary Nichols murdered on 31st August 1888.:

Known to her friends as Polly. She was married with 5 children. Polly separated from her husband in
1881. By 1882 Polly was earning money as a prostitute. For the next few years she survived by living
in different workhouses or as a prostitute.

At 12.30am on 315t August 1888 She was seen leaving the Frying Pan pub at the corner of Brick
Lane and Thrawl Street. She spoke to a friend and says that she has earned enough money to pay
for a doss house 3 times that day, but every time she has spent all the money on alcohol. At 3:45
AM -- Polly Nichols' body is discovered in Buck's Row by a man on his way to work.

Polly had been murdered and mutilated. Mutilated means her body had been deliberately damaged
and cut up.

. Five teeth were missing and her tongue had been cut

. There were bruises on each side of her face which suggests she had been strangled.

. Her neck had been cut. The incision was about 16 cm. in length.

. Just below this was a circular cut. This incision completely severed the neck down to the
vertebrae.

. the cuts must have been caused by a long-bladed knife used with great force.

. There were two or three deep cuts across her stomach.

1. Annie Chapman murdered on 8th September 1888:

Annie was married and had three children. Annie and her husband separated in 1884 or 1885. The
reason is uncertain. A police report says it was because of her "drunken and immoral ways." She
was arrested several times for drunkenness. From May or June 1888, Annie was living at
Crossingham's Lodging House at 35 Dorset Street, Spitalfields, which had beds for 300 people. By
1888 she was working as a prostitute to survive.

On 7th September she was sent away from the lodging house because she had spent her doss
money on beer. 5:30 AM: Elizabeth Long saw Chapman with a man, next to the shutters of 29
Hanbury Street. They were talking. Long hears the man say "Will you?" and Annie replies "Yes.”
Annie's body was discovered a little before 6.00am by a man on his way to work.

Annie had been murdered and mutilated:

. The face was swollen and turned on the right side. The tongue protruded between the front
teeth. The tongue was swollen. These are signs of strangulation.

. The throat was cut deeply; the incision through the skin was jagged and reached right round
the neck. It seems that the murder had tried to remove the head from the body. There were
knife marks on the bones of the neck.

. The abdomen had been entirely cut open: the intestines had been cut from the body and
lifted out. They were placed on the shoulder of the body;.

. The uterus, the upper part of the vagina and part of the bladder, had been removed. The
incisions were cleanly cut so the murderer must have had knowledge of the human body and
it’s internal organs. It would have taken at least 15 minutes to remove all the organs.
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1. Elizabeth Stride, murdered on 30th September 1888. :

Elizabeth Stride was born in Sweden. She made money by sewing and was an occasional prostitute. She had been in

court 20 times for being drunk and disorderly. On September 25t 1888 Elizabeth argued with the man she shared a

room with and went off drinking. She then rented a room in a doss house. On 20t September she left the doss house to

go to the pub.

. 1.00 AM: Louis Diemschutz, a salesman of jewellery, entered Dutfield's Yard driving his cart and pony.
Immediately at the entrance, his pony shied and refused to proceed -- Diemschutz suspected something was in
the way but could not see since the yard was utterly pitch black. He probed forward with his whip and came into
contact with a body, whom he initially believed to be either drunk or asleep. Diemschutz's arrival frightened the
Ripper, causing him to flee before he performed the mutilations. Diemschutz himself stated that he believed the
Ripper was still in the yard when he had entered, due to the warm temperature of the body and the continuingly
odd behaviour of his pony. Elizabeth’s throat was deeply cut. There was an incision 12 cm in length. The arteries
and other vessels contained in the neck were all cut through.

. There was no recent external injury apart the cut throat.

The day after the murder, a group of residents protested outside of Berner Street. They were angry that the police did

not know who the killer was and seemed unable to catch the killer.

1. Catherine Eddowes, also murdered on 30th September 1888.

_Friends spoke of Catherine as an intelligent, scholarly woman who also had a fierce temper. She shared a lodging house

with a long term partner. She had one child. On the night of the 30t September, Catherine was arrested for being drunk.

At 12:55am she had sobered up and was released from the police station. At 1:45 am: PC Edward Watkins discovered

Eddowes' body in Mitre Square in the City of London. This was a ten minute walk from the police station.

. The throat was cut. It was 14 cm long and deep, down to the bones of the neck. This was the cause of death.

. The intestines had been cut out and placed over the right shoulder. A piece of intestine about 1 m long was cut
out and placed next to the body.

. The lobe of the right ear was cut off.

. The face was very mutilated. Both eylids, the nose, and both cheeks were slashed. The tip of the nose was cut
off.

. A triangular flap of skin had been cut from both cheeks

. The front of the body was cut down the middle the left kidney carefully taken out and removed.

. Most of the womb had been removed.

1. Mary Kelly, murdered on 9th November 1888:

Mary Jane Kelly had moved to London from Cardiff. She shared a room with her boyfriend. He was unemployed and she
became a prostitute to pay for their room. She was friends with many people in the area but was said to have a temper.
Especially when she was drunk, which was often.

At 2:00 am on 9™ November Kelly was heard to say to a man in the street "All right, my dear. Come along. You will be
comfortable." They entered her room. 4:00 AM: a neighbour hears a faint cry of "Oh, murder!" but, as the cry of murder
was common in Whitechapel, she paid no attention to it. At 10:00 am the owner of Miller’s Court knocked on the door
to collect the rent. There was no answer so he peered in through a window. Mary Kelly had been murdered and
mutilated very badly.

. The whole of the skin of the abdomen and thighs was removed and the abdominal cavity emptied of its organs.

. The breasts were cut off, the arms mutilated by several jagged wounds and the face hacked beyond recognition
of the features. The neck was severed all round down to the bone.

. The organs were found in various parts: the uterus and kidneys with one breast under the head, the other breast

by the right foot, the liver between the feet, the intestines by the right side and the spleen by the left side of the
body. The flaps removed from the abdomen and thighs were on a table.
. The chest was cut open was open below and the heart had been removed.
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Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Charles Warren:

Problems from the start:

Warren was distrusted because he ordered police to use violence to end a protest in Trafalgar square in 1887. This became known
as Bloody Sunday.

At the time of the first murder, Warren was on holiday in France. It was not until after the second murder that Warren returned to
London.

Warren was racist. He believed that an Englishman could not have committed such a horrible crime. He thought it must have been
an Irish or Jewish immigrant. His beliefs affected whom the police investigated.

Lack of cooperation:

The lack of cooperation between the City of London Police and H Division was mainly down to Warren. Warren tried to make the
police follow his orders directly. He had been in the army and expected to be able to take charge of the investigation and give
orders that would be obeyed straight away

This annoyed the CID detectives from H Division because warren did not trust them to carry out the investigation. This annoyed the
CID detectives of the City of London police even more. Warren was not even in charge of them and he was giving them orders.
Warren had no experience of being a detective, so his orders just annoyed people and slowed down the investigation.

Stupid decisions:

On the night of September 30% 1888, the ‘double event’ happened. Both Elizabeth stride and Catherine Eddowes were murdered.
Eddowes had a piece of her apron sliced off and nearby in Goulston Street a piece of apron covered in blood was found. Next to the
apron, amessage was written on awall in chalk. The policeman, PC Long, who first wrote down the message recorded it as 1. The
Juews are the men that will not be blamed for nothing.’Warren arrived while the police were waiting for dawn so they would be
enough light to take a photo of the message. Warren immediately ordered the message to be rubbed off. Other police officers
recordings of the message are 2. ‘The Juwes are not the men that will be blamed for nothing,’3 ‘The Juwes are the men who will not
be blamed for nothing,”and 4. The Jews are the men that won't be blamed for nothing’. No one could say exactly what the message
had said or what the handwriting had looked like. This prevented comparison of the handwriting with letters the police received.
Warren found two bloodhounds called Barnaby and Burgho. Police sent for them when Mary Kelly was murdered. She was
murdered inside and so they thought the smell of the killer would be in there. They waited hours for the dogs to arrive. But Warren
had sent the dogs home without telling anyone. The time the police spent waiting was time they could have spent searching the
streets for the killer

Pressure from the Media: the press and letters

The press sensationalised the murders:

Newspaper reports used sensationalism (exaggeration) to entertain readers fascinated with the mystery of Jack the Ripper and sell
more papers. Journalists described Jack as “a bloodthirsty beast in human shape” Because of this the police received around a
thousand letters of advice from shocked and excited members of the public each week. Each letter had to be treated as serious
and read by a policeman. Some had strange suggestions for the police. One woman believed the Ripper was actually a large ape
escaped from London Zoo. False leads wasted police time.

Cheap newspapers who sensationalised the murders were known as ‘Penny dreadfuls’. An example was the Weekly llustrated
News

Many newspapers questioned the ability of the police to catch Jack. This put pressure on them. One paper wrote-Where were the
police, and, we may add, the vigilance committee? The press said that there were not enough police investigating the case and that
they didn't know what they were doing.

Negative press coverage meant the police did not receive credit for the sensible actions they did take to try to catch Jack. E.g. extra
police were brought in from other Divisions. PC Long who found the message in Goulston Street was from A-Division. Leaflets were
printed by the police after the ‘double event” requesting information. The ‘Dear Boss’ letter was printed in newspapers in the hope
it would lead to information about the identity of the killer.

Letters from Jack the Ripper

The Dear Boss letter: Received on September 27t It was thought to be a hoax until three days later when the ‘double event *
happened and Catherine Eddowes had her ear chopped off, which is what the letter promised to do. The police thought the "Dear
Boss” letter was important. It was printed in newspapers and posters, hoping someone would recognise the handwriting. This
letter was the first to use the name Jack the Ripper

The "Saucy Jacky" Postcard: received on October 1st, 1888 at the Central News Agency. The handwriting is similarto that of the
"Dear Boss” letter. It mentions the Dear Boss letter and the murders of Stride and Eddowes the previous night. The fact that the
postcard mentions the double-event before it was in newspaper reports means historians think it was genuine.

The ‘From Hell letter: Received by George Lusk on October 16%. Two weeks after Catherine Eddowes’ murder. Inside was half a
human kidney preserved in wine, along with a letter. Medical tests could not prove if the kidney was Catherine’s or not, but they
could prove the kidney was human.
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Eyewitnesses

. Because of the terrible conditions in Whitechapel e.g smog and because all the murders happened at
night the police received many different descriptions of Jack from witnesses. Emily Walter said:
Foreigner, aged 37, dark beard and moustache. Wearing short dark jacket, dark vest and trousers, black
scarfand black hat. William Smith said: Aged 28, clean-shaven, 5'7", deerstalker hat, dark clothes.
Carrying a parcel. Because the police had so many different descriptions of Jack’s appearance, they did
not know whom to look for.

Treatment of crime scenes.

. At the scene of Polly Nichols’ murder the police took no photographs, made very few notes, made no
sketches and washed away the bloodstains from the floor before day light. This meant the policemen had
little information to use when comparing to the other victims. This made it hard to compare clues
between the different victims.

. The ‘police code’ said that beat constables should keep crime scenes clear until detectives could arrive
and make careful notes. This process was called ‘careful observation’. This principal was used properly
with the murder of Catherine Eddowes. Careful sketches were made of the body and the mutilations
before it was moved.

. Photographs of all the victims were taken after their autopsy at the mortuary. The autopsy report
suggested that the killer was left handed because of the way the body had been mutilated and the
direction of knife cuts.

. Photography was used more at the crime scene of Mary Kelly. Photographs and sketches of the crime
scene were made; this was done to compare the scene to other Ripper murders. The crime scene was
also sealed off to preserve it whilst waiting for daylight. By the time Mary Kelly was murdered the police
had greatly improved how the treated crime scenes, but this was not enough to find the evidence to
catch the killer.

Forensics.

. Forensics evidence are tiny clues from a crime scene. Forensic clues include, fingerprints, bloodstains,
hairs and DNA. Finger printing was not used by the Metropolitan Police until 1901. DNA tests were not
invented until 1986.

. In 1888 tests could tell if a substance was blood, but not if it was human or animal blood. If the police
found a blood stained knife there could not check if was used in a murder or if it belonged to a butcher.
Tests could prove the ‘kidne’ sent with the ‘From Hell’ letter was human but could not match it to a
person. Because the police did not have forensic tests they could not use the clues found at crime scenes
find the identity of the killer.

. Doctors did find clues from the post-mortem examination. Based on the injuries to the victims they
believed the suspect was male, left-handed, tall, strong, well educated and had medical training. Even
though doctors could work out these clues they did not help to catch the killer. In desperation one
policeman, Detective Sergeant Robinson, tried to catch the Ripper by dressing up as a woman. Warren
ordered more police patrols and there were also patrols by the Whitechapel Vigilance Committee. But
with no description of a suspect, no clues from the crime scenes and no forensic clues these patrols
would have been able to catch Jack ‘red handed’.
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POLICE NOTICE.
T0 THE OCCUPIER

On the mornings of Friday, 31st
August, Saturday 8th, and Sunday,
30th September, 1888, Women were
murdered in or near Whitechapel,
supposed by some one residing
in the immediate neighbourhood.
Should you know of any person
to whom suspicion is attached, you
are carnestly requested to com-
municate at once with the nearest
Police Station.
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